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attempt to shake^ mast not be considered as un? 
questionably established. — '^ Charges and insinua^ 
'^ tions (as they are called) against individuals 
'^ whom it is unnecessary to defend from the 
'' imputation of practising a deception on the 
'' public^ or being actuated by corrupt or improper 
'' motives/' Then twenty names are introduced of 
most respectable Noblemen and Gentlemen^ who 
had been Directors of the Sierra Leone Company. 
I solemnly declare, I never did consider them 
capable of having intentionalbf practised a decep- 
tion on the Public^ or of having been actuated by cor- 
rupt^ and improper motives ; but^ I cannot free the 
active personages from blame^ for not minutely 
and personally enquiring^ for suffering themselves 
to be so implicitly led^ and completely deceived^ 
that under the sanction of their great characters 
an immense subscription was. squandered^ the 
community deluded^ and the best intentions frus* 
trated. 

The Reports and Statements of those Directors 
are to be conclusive, and my testimony is not to be 
regarded as of much moment, because I arrived in 
the Colony '' three years and a half after the 
'^ Company had ceased to govern it^ and remained 
'* there but t\venty-one months/' 

From January, 1808, (when I was appointed) 
I read every publication I could find, either from 
the Directors^ or respecting the conduct pursued 
by their servants ; I endeavoured to acquire knpw- 
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fedge from every persdn I could reaeh, who herd been^ 
in the Colony ; I had raTtmbl^ comin«niesitMmfrfinDar 
the Colony ; I exaniined inte !h« state of the Colony 
when I arrived ; I rhterrogated the oldest and most 
intelligent setters art every particular ocettrrence 
for eighteen* yeai's precedent ; searched the Records^ 
of the Ticfe Admfralty Cotirt, crnd the ffle of Affi- 
davits; sought from the neighboring Chieftain^^ 
and the persons who hcui resided near the Colony, 
ihrery possible information, and hearcF the evidence 
given on oath in civil catfses before m-ysctf. ! woo 
unprepossessed, and Ittboirred to elicit trntb, with 
the utmost sediriity, not merely for twenty one 
months, but for above seven years, yet ray testi- 
mony is not of much moment when compared wittit 
the dehisive Reports framed for those Gentlemen, 
convened in Birchirt Lane, from partial at fabri- 
cated accounts and documents, phrusiMy modelled! 
by interested individuals. I did not wish my state* 
ment to be considered conclusive ; I made it to 
induce investigation, that the Public might be 
satisfied that the worthy persons in the Insti- 
tution were not criminal, but, deceived, and after 
the deception was manifest to the Director*, I did 
hope they would prove the siitcerity of their decla^ 
rations by laboring even at this late period, to carry 
them into effect, that Africa might still receive the 
promised blessing, and England the projected 
benefit 

The Directors, however, condescend to exKnaine 
the charges more in detail. 
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i^ '^ That the Company had a monopoly of 
** trade at Sierra Leone;" this they deny by. 
assertions as unqualified as untrue^ and reply, 
*' that even wiihin the Ck>lony the Company had 
** to cootend with rival traders from the first, 
^ both Brkish and American^ and that they could 
*' not haye retained the Colonial trade^ except by 
^' reg;alating their profits on a more moderate scale 
" than would suit private adventurers." It is well 
known that they had no British nor American 
competitors, nor could they have such in the 
Colony, for no traders would settle where they 
could not procure purchasers^ nor would they settle 
in a place where their competitors in trade con- 
stituted the ruling power; besides the settlers had 
not money^ the medium of traffic was paper, issued 
by the Governor, and received only at the Com- 
. pany's store. The Company supplied the civil 
officers, and their own servants ; they stunted the 
growth of cultivation from the commencement^ that 
they might employ the settlers as laborers^ and 
volunteers^ gave them tiuch wages as they thought 
proper, paid them in provision or merchandise at 
sueh prices as they pleased^ and kept them poor 
and discontented, as will appear from the Petition* 
of the much traduced Nova Scotiaos *. 

The white men employed by the Company were 
prohibited from trading, and being unable to sub« 
sist on their salaries, were driven to the neighbor** 
ing Chiefs, and some of them to the Slave Trade, 

• Appendix, Nd. L. Letter to W. Wilberforpo, Esq. 
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to obtain an adequate support ; yet the Report 
declares '' that the Company held out inducements 
*' to persons of property to settle as merchants in the 
'' Colony," which is untrue ; and if the composer 
of the Report had not known it to be so, would he 
not have specifically mentioned the persons to 
whom those inducements had been offered ? 

Why will the Directors continue to be' thus 
deceived by the very person who has frustrated 
every benevolent intention ? Why will they not call 
on those who are sincere Abolitionists, who are 
really zealous for the civilization of Africa, and for 
the advancement of British commerce, to bring 
forward witnesses, and in person attend their ex- 
amination, to elicit, while others are so vigilant to 
elude the truth. To state ^' that the Directors 
*' have ascertained these things to their satisfac« 
y tion," is of no consequence to the Public. 

2dly. '' The Company sunk almost to bank* 
*' niptcy, from causes inveloped in mystery," To 
clear up this mystery the composer of this part 
of the Special Report labors abundantly, and to 
establish it will require little discussion. The 
Proprietors' Subscriptions with the Interest re- 
ceived on it, amounted to about Three Hundred 
Thousand Pounds, of which the Proprietors never 
received back any part of the principal or any 
Interest, nor any of the wonderful production^ 
which were to spring from this land of promise. 
The Cbmpany received from Government One 
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Iftmdred Thousand Pounds for public works/ aitd* 
for the Four Hundred Thousand Pounds, whea 
they surrendered the CJolony to Government, 
there was nothing ostensible en which this money 
coald have been expended, but a small Fort in 
decay, a useless Tower in preservation, a toler-* 
able Storehouse, « bad Wharf, and three or four 
small Houses in miserable condition. I ishafl 
only call the reader's attention to the account for-* 
nished in the Appendix A. of their Special Report, 
in which all interest money is suppressed, and a 
few other sums omitted, making a deficiency of 
nearly One Hundred Thousand Pounds in tbd 
receipts. Let the items be examined, and thea 
observe the manner in which a heterogeneous mass 
of articles is collected together, the 'enormous sums 
of 10,000, 18,000, 13,000, 14,000, 15,000, 30,000, 
25,000, 30,000, 34,000, 67,000, &c. charged in s 
lump, thus he will be enabled to determine whether 
there has not been concealment, deception and 
spoliation. The subscribers have lost all, the 
Colony gained nothing ; the Company's promises 
liave been delusive, Africa injured, and England 
unbenefitted; but, we are answered, in the usual 
way, the '' character of the Directors would of 
*^ itself have been a guarantee against any corrupt 
'' appFopriation of the funds; clear accounts have 
^ been regularly produced, and investigations have 
*' taken place before Lords and Commons/' Let 
Any person read the Report of the Committee of 
tbe House of Commons, in 1804, and he will be 
convinced of the truth and value of Admiral HoIlo-> 
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y»r^*^ testimony^ which was counteracted by Mr< 
Macftulay's on the same occasion. From this ex^ 
attination^ a clear view of the Company's objects 
may be attained^ and the same interested influence^ 
defeating every beneficial interference^ is manifest ; 
but when we consider the number of indigent indi-^ 
Tidnais who were induced to subscribe^ and the ca« 
lamitouB loss they sustained^ we must pronounco 
inattention in the managpers to be^ at leasts unfeel* 
iogly culpable, 

3d* ^' Their best servants were obliged to sedi 
^ establishments under the Native Chiefs/' — Messrs. 
Carr^ leigh^ Gray end Macmilian were considered 
among their best servants^ and were driven away> 
with others^ as I have described^ absolutely for a 
vobsistence. Many of thrai are alive ; call them, 
csainine them^ and prove my statement fiaJse. The 
Special Report states ^' that the high profits from 
'' the S3ave Trade tempted the servants of the 
^ Company to enter into that traffic^ though they 
^^ were under bonds not to trade in slaves." In 
their wonderful zeal^ why did they not enforce the 
penalty of the bondP One of those gentlemen is 
Mr, Macauky's Agent at Sierra Leone^ another is 
at present Sheriff of the Colony^ and the third re- 
sides near and often visits there ; surely it is evi*- 
dent tbe Company dare not attempt an act that 
would hasard enquiry^ or the penalty would have 
been enforced. 

Tbe Conposer of the Report concludes this part 
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of his reply^ as he Cuicies^ most sfaaiply. — '^ This 
^' sympathy with Slave Traders is a strikii^ feature 
'' in the pam^let of Mr. Thorpe/' The culprit 
detected and pursued^ hopes to escape by recri* 
minatioa ! ! 

4tb. '' Charges the Company with fiiiling m 
^' their enga^ments to the Nova Scotian Settlers/' 
I rdFer to the Petition eidiibited in Appendix J. in 
my Letter to Mr. Wilberforce^ and I appeal to 
Lieutenant Oarkson^ a gentleman of probity and 
truths who entered into the engagements for the 
Company at Nova Scotia^ whether those engage- 
ments have, been fulfilled or not? — The composer 
of the Special Report most ingeniously confirms my 
statement^ by introdudng a paragraph from a letter 
of mine to Governor Maxwell^ dated the 16th of 
May^ 181S» wbidi proves tliat the engagement en- 
tered into by the Sierra Leone Company to give 
each Nova Scotiaa Settler twenty acres of land, his 
wife tea^ and each child five> was carried into 
effect by the King's Government twenty y€ars after 
it had been promised, and four yoars after the 
Company had surrendered the.Coloay; when it 
could no longer be an ot^ect witii the Company to 
ivtard cultivatioii^ and hold the settlers in a state 
of vassalage, the RepiMter dispkys the benevo*- 
fence of the Coo^wny^ by declaring they caused 
Lord Liveipool to facilitate the grants ; but '' that 
iMily three or four persons madeappdication/' where- 
jw almost every surviving Nova Scotian, his wife or 
^iUren cUd a:pply, even befioire they had sufficient 
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•liollars to pay the fees for obtamin«f the grant 
Thus the liberality of the Company and the truth 
of the Report are equally conspicuous. 

5th. " That implements to cultivate were diffi-r 
^' cult to find and too expensive to procure." Look 
to the Nova Scetian Petition, where it states that 
the Company promised to charge but ten per cen- 
tum, yet charged above one hundred, as soon as 
Lieutenant Claiiison returned to England, and 
numbers could prove, they charged for many arti- 
cles above two hundred per cent. It is indifferent 
whether implements to cultivate were or were not 
tiifficult to find, when they were too expensive to 
procure. If the benefit was not defeated by n^^- 
ligence, it was frustrated by avsurieiousness. 

6th. '' Mr. Thorpe maintains that the Company, 
'* from interested motives, discouraged cultivation 
*' in the Colony." This is a notorious fact. If 
they had wished to encourage cultivation, would 
not the first step have been to give secure grants of 
the stipulated lands ; for who would cultivate wild 
land, not his own ? To support the assertion that 
the Company's servants exerted themselves to pro- 
mote cultivation, the Special Report gives an ex-* 
tract from a letter of Governor Thompson to Lord 
Castkreagh, written a few days after his landing in 
the Colony, in which, however, he does not men- 
tion cultivation ; but as the institution depend on 
this very excellent authority, I shall give an extract 
irom a ietter of. Govenior Thompson's, when he 
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hud been a year in the Colony^ on the 'subject of 

cultivation : — " Fort Thornton, Sierra Leone, Au- 

'' ^st 14th, 1809.— I have not the smallest doubt 

^' that the Agents of the Sierra Leone Company 

^' clearly saw it to be their interest that the Colony 

^^ should not be cultivated. It is true they pre- 

^' tended to encourage cultivation^ but they took 

'^ care always to leave good and sufficient weight 

*' in the other scale. Who would cultivate, when ' 

*' he did not know whether his land was secure to 

*' his chUdren or to himself? Who would, cultivate^ 

'' when, for want of any sufficient force to produce 

*' respectability in the eyes of the Natives, every 

'' man was afraid to go without the wall of the 

'^ town^ for fear of being murdered ? And now to 

/' prove the allegation, the Agents of the Sierra 

^' Leone Company were tiie dealers in the Euro- 

'' pean and American goods. If the inhabitants 

'' did not cultivate, they employed tliemselves in 

'^ some other way, (principally on public works) 

'^ for which they received paper money. This 

'^ paper money they were obliged to exchange for 

'^ goods from the Agents of the Sierra Leone Com- 

/' pany to buy rice from the Natives. . Had rice 

'^ been grown in the Colony, it would have taken 

'' from the custom of the shops kept by the Agents. 

" It is no wonder they were not very zealous. I 

*' verily believe this to be a true state of the fact. 

'^ Many of the calumnies and inventions of the 

^' Agents of the Sierra Leone Company seem to 

'^ point in the same direction. When I moved a 

i^ Dvty of the Natives of Bambarra into the moun« 
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^* tains^ a death blow to their plans and a signai 
'' for cultivation that never will be focgiven^ we 
^^ were told that we were foroiin^ a banditti to 
'^ plunder the Cawada iklds^ (for^ God help them, 
^' they had nothing ekie to plimider) that they would 
^' be joined by the Natives^ that they wovld — in 
^* short, lliere was no end of it." — This is direct to 
the pointy and from the authority referred to in the 
fipecial Report ; I sfaail only remark on a statement 
and quote a passage from the Philanthropist of July 
1815. In this valuable work, an acpirate account is 
^ven, pa^e ^b, of the quantity of land cultivated 
by each individual at Siarra Leone, amounting in 
the whole to 593 acres, 2a0 acres hi the possession 
of Governor Maxwell, and 50 aa*es in that of Mr. 
K. Macaulay. This was Crown land lately obtained 
by them, on M^ch they employ the captured negroes, 
without any expense of food^ clothing or wages, 
and from the produce of their labor, carry on a 
most profitable trade^ Governor Maarwell having 
received from the navy, stationed on that coast, 
twopence a pound for his yams, while the minor 
green-grocers of the Colony asked but a penny 
halfpenny. Thus we are accurately informed of 
ithe extent of cultivation ; and afSter -deducting Go- 
vernor Maxwell's and Mr. K. Macaulay 's farms, we 
liave to divide among two thousand settlers, three 
hundred acres of improved land in twenty-two 
years after the settlement commenced. The Phi- 
lanthwpist then very sbDngly remarks, page 846— 
'^ We cannot conceal oar disgust at the attempts 
'' which have been made to attribute tiie conse* 
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'^ quences of mismanagement to the depravity and 
'^ bad disposition of the settlers ; they have labour-* 
" ed nnder many discouragements^ and it must 
*^ be remembered that the promises made to the 
'^ Nova Scotians before they quitted Halifkx, bare 
" not to the present day been performed.'* — The 
Phihnthropist also informs us of a new society^ 
founded by a few valuable men^ with Thomas 
daiicsan (tbe legkimate ftiliher of the Abolition) 
at its head, for encouraging the settlers and native 
Africans m cidtivation, by the sale of their pro- 
duce. This promises much ; but I ako learn^ they 
bare exduded the old '' leaven of unrighteousness*' 
from mixing ia their cooncils^ and that promiset 
more. 

The Report then declares " the Compmy scru* 
*' putously kept their engagements with those 
^ poor people ;'* and boasts of the Company's hav- 
ing expended thousands of pounds in supporting 
them; whereas Die Petition of tbe Nora Scotians 
expyessly states *' that the promises of the Company 
*^ were not ftiMUled, and that the chi^rges for 
** every article from their store had become im«io« 
*' derate^ eontrary to agreement." In Faucon- 
bridge*8 account of Sierra Leone, page 159, it is 
stated '^ that the Company allowed the Nova Sco- 
tians twelve shillings a week for work, from which 
liiey deducted four shillings fer provisions, and 
charged Ofypressively for* bad articles of merchan- 
dise.'' It is incontrovertible that the treatment the 
settlers experienced from the Company drove them 
into iasarrection ; yet after twenty-four years^ those 
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pme Christians and true moralists voluntarily ca^ 
lumniate the quiet well-disposed people^ who have 
so* long laboured for them^ and without whose 
labour they could not have continued the settle^' 
ment. '^ Hear^ ye deaf^ and look^ ye blinds that 
'' ye may see." 

7th. ^' In civilization they proceeded so far as 
'' to send two persons to Teemboo^ a few days 
^' walk from Sierra Leone, and educated half a 
*' dozen boys in England sufficient for common 
^^ clerkships in the Colony/' The Special Report 
states that the Company expended twenty thousand 
pounds of the subscribers' money on education—^ 
useless expenditure ! for it is perfectly well kno^vn 
that the Colony does not contain much above half a 
dozen young men qualified for clerkships ; Gabbe- 
din, Frazer, Morgan, Wilson, York, Thorpe, and 
£dmunds, are all I ever heard of; and when I was 
in the Colony, there were not twenty educated 
there that could read and write intelligibly, exclu- 
sive of those mentioned. Very strange, after 
twenty years instruction, and twenty thousand 
pounds expense on persons, of whom the Report 
says, '^ no inferiority of capacity was to be ob- 
'^ served/' As to civilizing and educating the 
native King's children, and expatiating on (he con:>- 
fidence the Cliiefs had in the Company,. I can refer 
to the letters in Arabic, deposited with Mr. Chis*- 
holm, to prove what a degrading opinion the 
neighbouring Chiefs had of the Agents employed by 
the Sierra Leone Company, and that theavowecjt 
Slave Trader was worthy of more confidence. 
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1 never heaird of any attempt of the Director? ta 
explore the interior of Attica for the purpose oi 
civilization^ nor have they produced any instance^ 
except the case of Messrs. Watts and Winter^ 
bottom^ who about twenty years since^ went fromr 
Sierra Leone to Teemboo and Laby^ a circuit of 
five hundred miles ; but fronv accurate enquiry^ I 
know Teemboo is not eighty miles from Rochelle 
in the river Sierra Leone: when Mori Ibrahem^ 
king of Port Logo^ sent to invite me to his house^ 
he desired bis secretary to say^ that I could walk 
from thence to Teemboo in three days^ without 
fiitigue. 

It is necessary thus early to arrest the reader'^ 
attention^ and to entreat him to consider the novel 
mode in which this Report proceeds. The compo*% 
ser makes two or three assertions^ then draws a 
concbision that every statement of mine is refuted^ 
or declares^ that '^ after a thorough investigation of 
'^ the evidence that relates to this part of the sub- 
*' ject, every thing establishes the Company '9 good 
" conduct^" without producing any evidence^ or 
referring to any ; perhaps some garbled extracts or 
fabricated documents, or old statements burnished 
for the day may be alluded to, or persons called to 
answer particular questions for particular purposes, 
or the declarations of interested individuals received^ 
as proof among themselves ; but they cannot expect 
in this way to convince the public, that they have 
fulfilled any one profession, or. promise of theijc 
own, or overturned any one statement of mine. 
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Sorely there are vrhite men and fclack tttM, 
easily procured, who could confirm or disprove every 
line I have written ; why desire to bury the truth ? 
Why not publicly examine^ and cross-examine on 
both sides? K is unworthy of great men tb lend 
themselves to such littleness and deception^ vainly 
attempting to impose on the nation that they had 
attended to the cultivation of any part of Africa^ 
or to the civtliiation of its inhabitants. 

18. " In a similar spirit of invidious misrepresen* 
^ tation^ Mr. Thorpe complains of the inattention 
'* to religion and morality. They had (as takenr 
" from my Letter) a Church of England Clergy- 
^ man for a few months^ and a Missionary for a few 
*' years, but Methodist teachers and preachers iir 
'^ abundance." The Report then wishes to induce 
the public to believe that two regular clerg)rmen were 
in the Colony about three years and a half, whereas^ 
tliey were not there a fourth part of the time ; then 
insinuates the Company had excellent churches^ 
that I drove away Mr. Nylander, being offended 
with his plain preaching, and ironically asserts^ that 
all this attack derives g^eat weight from my private 
and public character. 

This false statement, and contemptible insinua** 
tion, obliges me to relate the whole truth, in my 
own vindication, 

I landed in the Colony on a Sunday morning, 
enquired for the churchy heard there was not one; 
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iAtd for the clergyman's house^ foiiad him prepare 
ing to read prayers to a few children ; I remained^ 
and was assured on coming out^ that I was the first 
person in the colony observed to kneel at divine 
wwship. 

On thife following Sunday^ a public robm Was dis* 
tevered^ but it was shamefully dirty> and the 
vrtiole appearance so incorrect^ that I purchased 
crimson cotton velvety and some gold lace for the 
pulpit knd reading desk> to give it thie appearance 
of a i^ace for Church service. Mn Nylander, 
most certainly^ did not p^orra our regular ser- 
vice. I hinted the propriety of his reading 0ie 
litany, arid the impropriety of smging Psalms 
fipom the pulpit. I t>ffered him Blair's and Moor« 
bead's sermons, but in such a manner as to oblige, 
not oflfend him, for we lived in pdite intercourse, 
aiid pcurted perfect friends. On his leaving the colo- 
ny, he assured me it was the vice and immorality of 
the people that drove him away ; he is alive, and can 
iattest the truth of this declaration. 

After the departure of this gt>od maiiy I collected 
every Sunday all such as were incUned to religioui 
worship, and in my own room read the Church ser- 
vice^ and a sermon. 

There was a number of sectatians in the colony 
when I aitived, and some time after Dr. Coke sent 
out six or eight teachers and preadien, under ibm 
recommendation of Mn Wiibeifotce and Mr« Ma« 

C 
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cauby. I considered the morals ahd ihdit^fi^ ef 
the commuaity impaired by the tenets of thosi^ Ta-» 
riotts sects. I therefore represented the necessitif 
there w&s to send out. a regiilur cler^tnan of the 
Established Church. I spoke to Mr. Wilberforcfr 
en the subject^ in a Committee of the African In*- 
«titution ; he stated the |pre«t diffieu% ^ pnt^or- 
mg one ; I oflfered to propose twenty tlergjTmen d 
bharActer^ tiiat he might select fronn hot all in ndn. 

I- was not leiss attentive to th^ morals^ of the peo- 
ple than to religion. I punished violatoiB of the 
•Sabbath^ i reduced the lieennes For retailing ^^iritff- 
4om forty to fiVe, and 1 have pablic documents tO' 
INTOve, that I repressed the violence hnd licentious* 
•Bess of the piec^le in i^ry p6ssihlei way« Sueh« 
was the state of rriigion and lAorais when I anived* 
in tilie colony^ and such my efforts to- imph>v^ them. 
I have not joined with a set of men proclaiming, 
^irrdigion^ morality/ and charity in the market 
flace^ to augment political power^ and ther^re l 
have been calumniated* and persecuted $ but^ how- 
ever aptly such insinuations might have come from^ 
Mr. Macaulay^ iinder his own name^ yet when he 
: handed them to be sanctioned by the Directors of 
•the African Institution^ it was disgraceful not to^ 
have spurned at such depravity. I can only account 
for it by supposing the amiable part of this Directory 
implicitly received whatever was poured from the 
«old poUutad: source of information^ that has frttfi- 
.-trittal the best itrtentions^ and spotted the &irest 
fiune. Was notJiuainexcasabla^: . 
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dth. '* Bookiiand Agente HxAoieA, ind the po6r 
^^ «etllen who had toiled finr them left unpaid ; 1 re- 
^ qtiested their demands mig^ht be left to arbitratioiii 
*' and even this was not complied itith/' The Re« 
^oit proceeds^ ^' with regpect to KiseU^ thfc only 
'' peiBOn sjiecifi^Ml by Mr. 'F." SthS» statement Is 
tntrae^ for I mentioned Read^ Garell> and Gamp« 
bell also; iii <ioiiseq|ience pf whieh^ Read and 
GareD hftye beeii paid^ and if the misery entailed 
on Rea4> apd on the fomily of Garell (from their 
just demands beitig so long resisted) was known^ it 
would shock the piibKt ! 

Kiaell^S deniAnd is ^etiieil by proctaciiig aii assim* 
hient of his house and lot to the Company^ in we 
jrear 1810^ Kizell i^as an illiterate mto in matters 
bf accoiint^ nhr could he firocurs A person to draw 
his biU^ until two AmeiitanS confined in gaol at 
bierra fieoiie Undertook to put it into form; When 
CampblsU obtained a verditt agutisttheCJompany 
for J§400, KizeH wanted to proeeed by law^ but 
after the eridence on oath given in Campb^'s case 
had shewn such disgraceful condutt in the Com« 
pany's agents^ I wished to screen them from fiir* 
ther exposure ; and Kizell'S account being irery lotiff^ 
I assured him the best mode would be to propose 
^ttling it by arbitration^ and he sent his papers to 
Mr.AUen for that purpose. I never hcfardof this 
hssignment ptlblished^ I canndt teH the cause of its 
t>etfig given^ nor the grchiud on which it might be 
laid aside^ biit every one must determine, that 
%hwe the poor settler has no means of obtaining 
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tedress^ common justice^ independent i£ lienor and^ 
hnmanity^ should have induced die Directors to^ 
have referred it to arbitration 

I shall give Kizell's letter on the subject^ whtcb 
I have j.U8t received^ let iH speak, for itself*. 

( Copy. ) 

" Sierra Leone, March 18, 181 ff. 

^' Respecting ivhat Mr. Z. Macaulay has asserted 
*' about my acknowledgment of debt to the Sierra 
'^ Leone Company, and about my requesting the 
'^ Governor's finrbearaikce^ if I had axJuiowledgied it 
'* twenty times over, Mr. A. Smithy who was ^^ 
'^ ciatingas^ chief justice in the cdiony, and has had 
^ the books of the Company in bis hands,, and with 
'' the authority that was vested in him, mi§^ braig 
*^ a man to say any thing, and I have no documents 
" m my hands but what I have forwarded to you^ 
*' being fairly attested copies from their wiginals, 
'^ as for fafAer proof of them being in my debt, 
^' Mr. D. M. Hamilton^ who is now in England^ 
. *' can affirm that he was told by Mr. George Caul* 
*' ker that Governor Ludlam did scold A. Smith 
'' very much, adding that be ought to be ashamed 
^' to try to bring me in debt to the Company, fiur 
\' they were greatly in debt to me : this was when 
*' (hey were bringing up the Company's books, and 
*" taking stock in their store. Now, I think, it would 
f^ be a fair way to employ an accomptant, and to» 
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^ ^gA my bitts and the Sierra Leoile^ CVrnfatf jr*4 
^ books compared/' 

The DirectorB resist paying Gampbdl^ because 
they had a v^erdkt in their favoar in 1809^ iirhen IMbr. 
Thompson was governor. Mr. Thompson was not 
the judge^ nor had he any control over the courts. 
I ^ever head of this verdict: I know hot far what 
Gan^pbell sued^ nw why there was a verdict againisA 
him ; nothing of this soit was advanced on the last 
trials there was then a fiitir trials a verdict for £400 
against the .Comjpany^ and judgment entened. The 
Charter of the Cmnpany. having expired^ no legal 
proceedings can now ibe instititled ;against them; 
•Campbell is viot to be paid^ «niMr even his demand 
^referred to arVikration ! Surely the independent 
'honest men whohave been-efficient members of the 
Company^ will not suffsr this pitiful subterfuge, as 
<disgncdta£ as amjmt, to be. a barrier against his 
^lir^emaiid 

The conclusion is worse; Messrs. Vannedc/ Ha- 
milton, and Nicol, are made to say, ^' they had 
^ kisard of ho such case" as Garell's, which is ab- 
sohitdy a iabe statement in the Report, for these 
gentlemen knew of both Read and Garell's demand, 
and Mr. Hamilton was the person with whom the 
settlement was made, as agent for Read, and friend 
4o Garell's orphans, since I had applied for them : 
also Mr. Hamilton knew of Campbell's demand, fior 
tie was in court at the trial 
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The Report steles, '' thai Mr. VaiModk afinn«r 
f the Ubourcrs were p^d every Week'' — ¥^aUL hair 
that to do mth this question ? Kizell ^nd Gampbell 
yirere n6t ^dboureiri), jnit traiers fw the C%)9i|)i|hy 
piit of iihp polony, air4 not i^ttacbeipi to Mf^ Vaair 
peck's depi^tment 

The pilhKc ipay ))ow jod^e 9f . the ctaditstve and 
}K>noraUe nKxle m wUfsh tlie -flepArt rtiMv ^S 
^ftaJtement from this h^ctd dedUdtion : f f in fihorl^ 
r" th^'B0a(rd is fully petsiiafled, thatthisTci^ ierir 
f ' 6U8 dhorge fatas ficft even the sUglrfdei (xdovr of 
f' 'pirobability to support if/' thoilgh (k^ pidd tn^ 
put (If the fonr pieMma } biid mentioned^ and tlie 
'other two they rent in defiwice <tf a ¥erdipt and 
judgment^ and the inost equitahle.prtpolal ipr ar^ 
iMtrtttion, because the tiple for euftWODf lega) 
demands hiBis ei^pite^ irith tlteir ChfArter ! '$ii£h i| 
the mieinner in ^ich tfieae mta «f 'f lidierto vUr 
'' blemished character'' allow themskhres lo be 
defended — Is not this conduct pitifully meait^; if not 
-pbbitiVely diyhonest i 

10th. '' The Company deniuided4o be paid by 
^' Qov^nment for their buildings^ and d|d aotordr 
'' ingly receive a i^ri§^ sum^ although they had pb-* 
^' tained one hundred thous^nd-pounds for iin[in>v- 
'' ing the Colony." Their mode of refuting this, 
is, by acknowledging they did receive two thousan4 
pioUnds! 

11th. The n^ost serious of all the accusation^ 
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^ mgaimt the. Campfin^, Jffid thfcir iigcaU^ is Ifaat of 
^' Slave tm4iog.'^ liei:t.tbey TC|ieid hating oUiged 
4heir Semnfai to enter into bonds not to engage iii 
the Slam Trade, hnt they do -mot praduce an in^ 
€tance of Ihetr haying entoKsd the penaiiymjany 
one of thoae honds. The Report proceeds^ ^^ No 
'< one ciBoi read their Beporte '^the Company's) 
^' without Ceding tfi^ were the intelhgeiA^ deter» 
^ pifted, «iul jGearlea» aikeDUUMi of the Sluro 
'' Tmde. Lt Um, Afr. Thsmton inlrodiced a 
^ fiiU into Parfiamcnt fiir psoiuhlttng the Slave 
'' Trade in the river Sierra Ekuxk^ and &r 50^ 
^^ miles on each .side of it All the Slave Traders 
^ and McRfaants Gpposed .the Bill, fait they never 
'^ UQpiKtedfSkve teadoig to the Company ; till that 
^' period^ therefone^ it may he presujaied they were 
^ guiUflsa.'* 

i have.b^ate«tated^.thaC>gs«t.weaUli eoiiklnot 
imve lieen: derived team ^iam X«eone> until after 
our ^biilitian Act .had passed, .becauae the Slave 
Trader was then driven from the aaaricet/mid the 
atorekeepei«.in the Cokmy Itft to supply the neigb- 
iMMiring part of ^he coast without competition ; and 
if Mr. Thornton's. Bitt. had passed, the imly advan^- 
iage that wouldi have arisen, must have been^to thfe 
Cbmpany, by giving them nearly a monopoly of 
the tfade.for five, hundred miles on each side Sierra 
JLeoae, for a Chief desirous of selling a caigo^ 
would with as little repugnance drive his slaves 
-fiveiiundredaaj^five mfles ; and does it f<416w, that 
the Company were not chargeable with aiding the 
Slave /Trade, because they were.not charged with 
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that crime fit this particular period ? As to the 
Reports, of the Company, they are the prototype of 
the Reports of the Afncan Institution^ moulded by 
the same journeyman, and as delusive and £dlacioiis 
Irom beginning to end. 

Much is-said^bout the enquiry befovea Ckm-i 
mittee of the House of. ComifmnB in ISM. I haiFO 
only to Tefer the reader,, as on a farmer occanoin^ ta 
Admiral Hollo welPs evidence befcune that Committee^ 
and then he will be eijabled.to judge how the Ra^ 
port ^as infiujmced* 

.^^ Mr. Thorpe affirms that the servants of the 
^' Company constantly purchased the natives, and 
^' he %dds in a note^ that this fc^ct was given in evi- 
'' d^nce, on oath^ before Governor Thompson^ and 
^' himself/' 1 alluded to the trials in the Yice-Ad-t 
miralty Court, before. (Sovenior Thompson^ where 
the evidence is recorded, some of which was pub* 
lished in the Sierra. Leone Gazette at the time, and 
also by Mr. Grant in 1810; but I was most parti- 
ciilarly astonished by the evidence of Dalu Moham^ 
med. Chief of Lunged, on the opposite side of the 
Sierra Leone, river ; this was too long for publica- 
tion I suppose, but goes direct to establish the 
Slave trading of the Company's savants. In the 
action brought by Campbell against the Company^ 
tried before myself, it was. proved that the Comi- 
pany's servants purchased Slaves, and hired them 
.for work ; that settlers brought Slaves into the. Colo- 
f)y, aad took them away, that Slaves who fled to the 
Xilolony for pptectiojp ^ere deliyered v^ tath^ 
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Masten^ and tren to Slave ships. I read the notes 

of this trial before 'a Committee of the African 

Institution^ and will publish them if the Directors 
desire it. 

I have read the affidavit of Jesse Porter/ aiid 
Thomas Gudgeon^ charging Messrs. Ludlam and 
Dawes widi a knowledge of Shves being sold in 
the CJolony. I have also read some of the Arabic 
letters from the chiefs on the Coasts to our venerated 
*King> chargfaig tiie Company's servants with dealing 
in Slaves; with many other documents to the same 
effect* 

The Report proceeds to st^ite the case of one 
Bradford^ who kidnapped eleven natives/ and ac- 
knowledges that six of them were sold in the Co- 
icmy for- six hundred ddllalrs^ which vi^as applied to 
give the chiiSb compensation; was this conduct 
worthy of the servants^ of those men of " hitherto 

♦ Jao.^ll, 1793, Sierra Leone,— The Duke of Buccle^gk 
.'SaiM yesterday, and the Frenchmen this day. I understand 
Mr* Davns bas paicliaardfiome arbchas of provisions from the 

Frenehmcii, who would have iiothing but^laTes in return ; and 

for th«sake of accommodatiopa Mr. Dawes gave him an order 

on Mr. Rconieu, who pays him in slaves. I think if this is not, 
'it borders on, an infringement of the Act of Parliament for in« 

corporating the Company, which says, ** The Company shall 
'*' not, througb the medium' of their servants, or otherwise 

** directly or indirectly traffic in slaves." It seems as if Pro. 

▼idence frowns on this purchase, for an unusual high tide car« 
' ried away part of the provisions after they were landed. — fq^ 

^mihrii^i Account^ pa^e l§J, 
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'' uaUemishad ehamctcr ?'' WooU H nM harf 
been mor^ corsect to have f p^red i% poipp<)6 fyooi 
their fcmr bi^n4red t^ojUifiid, and giyf n it la pi?e^ 
senls to those chiefs, than to have violated 4^tr 
Charter^ and stained themselves by such a trans* 
^tion? 

^ The CompaiKjr^s s ervaats pnriditMd wliveiu 
^^ worked tiiem without pay> a«d kire.d Mieni fior 
^' pay." The Regtort ^in varUMHi pl»e^ fidviits Hfce 
jparchashu^ of lutAives^ die worlu^^ of 4k«[i fol- 
lowed ojf course^ — thi^y weye ^Qi proKHired 'for arr 
nament ; and James Reed, on oath, stated in pvmK, 
that the Company hired out their slaves, that he had 
l>aid their Accountant four dolbw afoenlh Soar the 
labour of some who«i he had hired hpia^f^ 

Bvt purehasing ;i^v6s^ :Wh«i jmMtiM^ Jqt 4he 

.Company, is tarm^ ^' j«deei|ii«g .nftttvi^st" of 

,Afncaih>m sl^mry, wI)o w^^re iMWsd tOiUie^piu^ 

chaser for a limited time. I know not how many 

of thos? purchased were bounds ,but I wfis in the 

Colony twenty years after the Company coQuoenoed, 

.and never heard of a sing^le individual who waA 

Jiberated after serving his apprenticeship, I will 

examine this ^' redemption of the natives,'* whicli 

Mr. Ludlam, and Mr. Macaulay acknowledge wa^ 

a " speculative error." The purchase is coafessed* 

'the slave is brought to Sierra Leone, not tent to thfe 

West Indies; for every market there must be sel* 

Icrs and buyers; when the purchase is made, does 

it injure or benefit the market to Jiaye the mercban* 
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^yM ettffried to an ftc^acent^ or a distutt pArt ? The 
Itrtkde is paid for^ carried aWay^ and the trade en« 
i^winged, If a tradeaman purohaaea twaity piecea 
df ddlk^ and Woifca theft t^ himself^ deep he not 
itecbtti«i^e (he tra4e M much aa the penen whcr 
aetts them anoth^ to be ased in the aatae tray ^ 
Thonigh aehool boyp would laugh at aach a pitiful 
anbtiarfiifei Kit gftvtely d^lirared (tader the aanp^ 
fticto ef gretft names) aa a yindk^ation irom the chaige 
0f Slate TrMUkg* 

iSth. "^ Tlie aeryanta d the Coo^peny auffered 
/^r aiaVes to b^ brought inUt ami taken out of Ihd 
^' cfolony I and aHoWed (hemio he aei^sed and deli** 
'f' ¥ered^ th(Ar maiters when they sought protecv 
f^ tioa ffoim ^IfaeConipany /' The first part of this ia 
fiot denied ; the Reporter, after aomeix^d afliertiona, 
<mkf attempts- to «ivade it, by saying; ^ instances of 
^ >^8 kind have ^bem suspected by the Qorenm 
$' and Council, when proof pf the fact could not be 
^' ^blaiifed/' ^Qnnples of this practiccf hare been 
^fdftted'to^me by persons Whahad ocular knowledge 
^f them. A Mr; Cooper Vfeat into the iSoosoo coun- 
'|ry, purebased eleven natives, and broug^^em to 
^erm LeMe ; in hijs absence, they were refractory 
fo his -wife,. and she wwallowed to send them to a 
^neighbouring &ctory tobe aold ! Slaves, who made 
'^leir €ftM3ape from neighbouring fiictories, were, on 
-Bpiplication, delivered up to their niasteiaby the Go- 
vernor, ^and even before application, they were sent 
io.'gaol'ttntil applied for; some slaves that escaped 
ifptm 'Bailee Isbmd, were seized^ flogged, and sent 
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back by the €rovernor. Slaves nlM, who swam to 
the shore from slave ships in the River^ were seized 
by the civil power in their famous Freetown^ and re« 
manded to their fetters! A noted slave captain^ of 
tiie name of Brown^ recovered- some skives who had 
escaped from him while lying in the river. Tobias^ 
a blacksmith n5w in Sierra Leone^ having escaped 
from a slave dlip^ was seized by the Goverobi^s 
order^ and thrown into prison ; but effecting his 
escape also from thence^ he concealed himself in the 
mountains until his persecutors had sailed away^ and 
he is at present in the colony a very useful setder. 
The Reporter eoncludes in his old vmy-^^*' the in-- 
^' Justieeofthe whole oftliis charge hme been fully 
^^ demtmstrated to the satisfaction of the Directors.'^ 
Could the proofs have brought conviction to the 
meanest understandings would they not have been 
produced ? Let the Directors reflect how they have 
/implicated themselves by this sort of acijuiescence; 

13th. ^ The Company is next accused of hav^ 
'^^ ing permitted their stwe-keeper to supply the 
*' slave factors and slave ships^ and to feed the trade 
'^ in evei^y possible way/* Here the Reporter in- 
geniously wants to mix the native chiefe with the 
filtfve traders^ and to shew the Company could 
have had no trade^ but with slave traders^ which is 
' not the fact. The slave is the staple commodity, the 
chief barters the slave as long as he can, to obtain 
* his comforts ; but when there is no demand for 
filaves, he barters camwood, rice, ivory, cattle, fruits^ 
^ fowb, &c. &c. but he never barters what he receives 
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fof tueh articles for slaves ; we might deal fbl* ercfr^ 
with native chiefs^ and it would curtail not increase 
the slave trade. . But I will suppose it to be a fact that 
the Company could only dead in such a manner as tv 
feed the sbive trade : what should thosemen of '' hi- 
^' thierto unblemished character'^ have exclaimed? 
'^ Let the Cempdny perish^ that our character may 
^ live unooataminflted ; give back toeach proprietor. 
'' his portion ; our profesttOQs.musI be heU sacred, . 
" we cannot barter fame and honor Ibr camwood 
'' and ivory/' Had the Company supplied* the 
ehiefis at a very lov rate of profit^ with every article 
required^ they mi^t have helped to wean theni 
from the slave trade^ by proving that more was to be 
obtained by. setting .produ^e^ and natairal acquisi- 
tions^ d^ui from supplying daves ta.lhctors and 
riiips : at. the same time the Company .should have 
withheld a supply fron their. stare^ to such aa would 
Barter .their ofterehandise ftnr slaves: whereas. die 
conduct of the Company was the very reverse; they 
supplied the fietctors and slave captain^ who supplied 
ih^ chiefs^ and nurtured the viper they were pledged 
tot destroy;, epabling. Botifer^ and other alert slavi^ 
ftmdera, to boast that their principal advantage arose 
firom their friendly intercourse with Sierra Leone, 
aud from the selection of articles they procured from 
the Company's stores. 

14:th. ^\ Even in Mr. Ludlam's.last adminisira- 
'' iion {^governments (Mr. Thorpe states), two car- 
*^ goes of slaves taken from the Americans were 
'^ publicly sold at. twenty dollars a head/' The}- 
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•jjinit tkiX &nd defend it thtu; ^* Sfr. Ludldm 4vhI 

'^ not the Cbmpany^s Governor/' because "two^ 

months before this okciirred^ somfe. form passed for 

kansferring the colony tti the erovirn^ bot no altem-? 

tion had takftn pliure^ no perton hid been sent from 

ISnglftnd^ not an ofbce^ nor ah offi^^er^ changed Iromt 

the Comfuafu tMltbtishmMit ; itfid tiiey pqrodoce i 

fetter of egtCB^ati(m honk ^n Lndiam iti his old 

masters the Direetora^ itnd an answer fMsa thpir se--^ 

cretary to him on the subject^ whieh pioviesf 

not ctnly that he considered himself responsible to 

them^ bnteiso their fidmission thut he was to. They 

say it ifftis .a novel case ; notel iad^^ed^ for wbeif 

teasels are cavried toplaces i^ere there ts no Vice* 

Admiidty Cotrts^ to tvy theni^ it is &e practice tor 

dispatch thens ta proper pteces fat adjudication. 

Surely these vessels should have been sent-to Bi[rba- 

does or England^ and the slaves lauded and taken 

care of until an ftccotmt vnis received of their con« 

d«nnatiott or liberation* Captain F»-ker^ (who 

•captitred these vessels and slaves) #as a friend of the 

jCompany's Directors ; something tvas tobe mftde for 

•him ; and accordingly w^ithout any trial, th^ whole 

was sold for the benefit of the captors ! Was not 

.this unpardonable? iPhen they alfirm the slaves 

.were not sold; I may be mistaken— 4mM the slaves^ 

Were driven to a public market^ ihef #eire publicly 

cried for sale, tbroagh Pi*eetown, by the town criery 

they wer^ etposed at a public aioliol^^^-there wa^ 

a seHer, a buyer, — ^a price paid«*^tbe sirttcle pur- 

iQhased— ddivased and carried away — >yet this was^ 

1X0 Mt I Mr. Kylanderi Mr. Hamilton, andJVfr.v 
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Vmineck^ Wcfre dT^red some, btit dledared ihef 
would not buy nlaneu ; Mrs. Forbes purchased Mro, 
tad on leaving the eoloHy^ she asked Governor Lud-* 
htn whether she iii%ht sell them? be answ^Ml^ 
^ Ae iiiigbt/'««-Mid eccordkigly 4he did sett them 
•gain fixr the sune f^riee, twenty dctttif s eaek, Whiflb 
was flbottt Are f^iee of s«ch ^es ib Ihe aiigaosnt 
HteM. Mr. Ludkm hi the tetter^ pdbUihed as bis. 
Writes (Pbge 58> Sp. Rep.) '' 1 do not «ig« aH «bis a* 
'^ meaning to contend that slaves were never allow* 
'^ ed to be purchased^ er m Imt^ emUit redeemed 
^' in tins celoiny ; bM I contend these Were niHliitt 
«' purchased oor redeetoed." Now I eontend^ and 
can prove^ by testimony of these pvesentot <be liise, 
that there never Was a more complete sale of slavea 
In the WeM l^dies^ IInm^ I eatmot ^>eak ef the 
manner inr which (according to Governor Lildlwi) 
4iey pttrehased or redeesded slaves* before in the co- 
lony, it is ob^ods. Governor 'Ln<Ham flight have 
tfstiribirted the slaves, as hethou^bl fit^ Mid it is also^ 
-weM known thaftany perdon obtained the -idaves who 
Aid and paidfbr them. 

The Report aaserte, ^' fitiat Governor I^tdlami «Dob 
^ forty of the ablest meii into the service of Gov^m- 
^ ment, promising them their fall liberty at the end 
^ of three yewrs."—! was in the colony about three 
years irfter this transactioh, but I^never heardof this 
promised liberation being executed. iPhen to inlro« 
duce a panegyric on themselves and Mr. Maeaulay^ 
^iWitlkan attack on Mr. Thompson and 4ny self-- they 
say '' Mr. Thorpe would insinuate (tiatthistiraniac-' 
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^< tion had been concealed by the Sierra Leohtf 
*' Company and African Institution/' — I never in*^ 
sinuated any such things for I knew Mr Thompton 
had made public the whole transaction in 1808^ but 
Mr. Thomj^n (though unfortunately at present- in 
India) is aUe and willing to defend himself^ and hap-^ 
pily relieved from aU restraint^ by this vindictive at^ 
tadi^ I am satisfied he will publicly state the conduct 
of tho$e immaculate men at Sierra Leone^ 

£biving finished my reply to the Special Report^ 
sa fiur as it rdiates. to the Sierra Leone C!ompany^ I 
shall beg leave to put a few questions for the coasi-** 
deration of the Directors* 

Did not the Act 6f Parliaments foi* incorporating 
their Company^ declare^ '' That it shall notbelaw* 
*' ful for the said Company^ either directly or indi'^ 
'^ rectly^ for itself or themselves^ or by the agents 
'^ or servants of the said Company^ or otherwise 
' howsoever^ to deal or traffic in the buying or seli^ 
*^ ing of slaves^ or in any manner whatsoever to have^ 
*' hold, appropriate, or employ any person or per- 
*^ sons in a state of slavery in the service cf the said 
'' Company ?" And has not the confession of their 
ovra servants, as given in their own publications, to- 
gether with the proofs I have exhibited, and referred 
to, established that their servants did buy slaves, that 
they had held, appropriated, and employed them as 
such; yet have not the Directors of this Company 
fostered, protected, praised and promoted those very 
servants? 
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Did not the 47th of the King, C3iap. 44, Section 
4, enact, *' That it shall not be lawful for any per« 
*^6oa or persons whatsoever, inhabiting^, orbeing^^ 
'' or who shall at any time hereafter inhabit or be 
'^ withjui the said Peninsula or Colony of Sierra 
^^ Leone, either directly or indirectly to deal or 
'' traffic in, buy or seU, or to be aiding or assisting 
'^ in the dealing or trafficking, in the buying or selling 
'' of slaves> either within the said Peninsida or else* 
•' where?" Yet does not Grovemor Ludlam c(m/es9 
that he purchased forty slaves for the government 
service from the caigoes of the American sloop Balti- 
more and schooner Eliza, brought into Sierra Leone 
by H. M . S. Derwent, but never condemned in any 
court ; and does not the said Governor Ludlam con^ 
fe$8 that he did aid and assist in the buying and sell-^ 
iog of slaves from the said cargoes in the Colony o^ 
Sierra Leone after the passing of this Act P Was not 
the said Mr. Ludlam, after this transaction, appoint- 
ed to a place under government, with a salary of fif- 
teen hundred a year by the Directors' recommenda- 
tion ? Was not their friend, Mr. A. M acaulay, the 
brother and agent of Mr. Z. Macaulay, a purchaser 
on this occasion, and an active partizan and agent for 
the captors at the slave auction ? Was not Mr. A. 
Smith a promoter of and a purchaser at this slave 
market, yet did not some of the active Directors re- 
commend Mr. Smith to Captain Columbine to fill my 
station as Judge of the Vice Admiralty ? Have they 
not induced Lord Bathurst to order him seven hun- 
dred pounds out of my salary; and have they not 
excused hisini^uitou^ conduct while he ^presided ij| 
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rfy Coiliff ? In short, hate they not endfeatWittfrf f<y 
jialliate this ahominable^ illegal sale and purchase 
of slaves^ and to screen and assist all <heir oid seF^ 
Vants engaged inki 

Hid not the princij^al Director* of thtf Company 
declare they coMideired the slave kade as mvjnst aticf 
inhuman ? Did they not Consider fine add forfeiture 
insufficient^ and therefore obtdinedan Act of ParMa^ 
tnent^ the 51s< cf Geo. lU, c. 23, making it felony to^ 
carry on^ or to mi, abet or assist in any Way^ by ser^ 
tants, agents, fwters or otherwise ; yet has it not beert 
afiottred by Governor Ladlam and others that die 
Company's agents and (kctors did purchase slaves ii» 
ISfyicA, or, ttfr he termait^ redeemhig. nathe^yTtmtr^ 
jthem to Sierfa^ Leone, work them without pay, andl 
hire them for pay ? and has it not beeil confessed in 
the Special Report, that the Company's servants did 
supply the slave fiietories, and the masters of slaves 
flhips^ witl^ die articles they ivanted to purchas<t 
slaves with > which undeniably was aidin^and assist^ 
ing them in carrying on that traffic : and if the samd 
totiduct was pursued at this time, the same artides^ 
ftirnished and proved to be sold to such persons foi* 
Stich purposes. Would not (he persons so acting by 
Ihemselvea^ iheir d^nts or servants be liable on con- 
viction to fraaisportation as felons for Ibarteen years ^ 
and is there not the s&mie moral turpitude attached ttV 
those ]persons acting thus before the Act paitfsed; 
as after, tlimigbthe just punishment cannot be in^ 
flicted? yef the very men, ifrtiose servants did W act,, 
tte^mred ^^ the intelligent^ determined and ftiir& 
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^ less ftdversaries" of this trtKtic ; ftnd these Verf 
iiervaiits who did thus pUrchnSe, and employ 
iSkves^ dud did Jo aid and assist with assorted 
mrticles of Merchandise from the Company's StorCi 
Esthers in the dpea ptfrehaSei of Slates fdr sixteen 
years^ ait tount(f&flin«ed by fhostt very iJirecto A 
to this fboAient I 

Sttcb meii My hdte bSeii of/^hitU^rtd m^ 
^' Uemitlied isharacter/' but I dtf mtt belieire thd 
World will cdntiniie t0 Consider thfem so imtdaeti^ 
late^ While they persist in patronising^ pronioting^ 
tad pniifliing thdSe Whd confe* Hud defctfd stich 
isonduct^ (pBLge 49, Special R^drl) and I airi led t^ 
tUnk, tkty will father be considered Us luder0 and 
lAettMs td that erime Dliidi tikey hat^ dll^^y^ s^ 
loudly professed to slbhor, thoii^ die Repcirter 
Iwares ns ^^they hdve satisfied the Directors of 
^' their purity/' f heSe are not <^ tHfletf light at 
liir/* bdt ^' conftrmations sirdng/' 

I iament sd n^ttch ^Ipbsttte has be^ wniilgf 
from me. Ilalx^red to save the fiime andpopu^ 
krity of tboto ifirhom I cohnsidered trdly worthy of re^^ 
jqpect bM MteAtion, and I endeavored to induce theiii 
^ carry into effett their prdf^ssions, tfnd promises 
jht AfH(^ : but if they will pertinaeiotfsly persist 
to delfide, in e3lpeetdtion <tf uphcSding their owit 
^idl, And iln insignificant iridividttal's profit^ they 
Muit sink tiiemddtes:, when they intended ttf 
werwhehtt tile; flU the persectttion I haVe exf> 
|herisM«ed do^ liel surprise tte^ tfaoi^h it Ifm 
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gtme tA the' extent oi hiimaft mali^ity. t \rrOt# 
in page 37 of my Letter to Mr. Wilberforcej, 
^' I often pause as I write, to consider if fame, 
^' wealthy and power^ can over-awe the inrestigation 
'^ of truth ; but^ as I reflect on the English characi^ 
f' ter^ I am encouraged to proceed;" and that re« 
flection has been my only incitement to this very 
hour. If the most distmguished personages in the 
Empire will continue to lend theirnames with credu- 
lou8 epmplaisancej to uphold public delusion, respect 
even for them, must be dimiuisbed* 

I have now to reply to the answer which the 
Board <tf Directors of the African Institution have 
thought proper to make to such parts of my Letter 
to Mn Wilberforce as applied to themselves; and 
as a preliminary observation, I must beg leave t9 
say, that Letter was indited most respectfuUy with 
fegard to the African Institution, and I hope it 
is sufficiently manifest that it must have been 
written from the most disinterested motives. I 
considered the Institution as composed of the best 
men in the nation^ possessing talents, information 
and power, and actuated by the purest principles. 
I was sincerely anxious for the civilization of 
Africa^ and the universal Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, and conceived the greatest &vor I could 
confer on the unbiassed members, and the prin* 
cipai means by which I could promote the great 
cause for benefitting Africa and England, was to 
pq^nt out to those elevated and good men, how 
completely they ^had been deluded; that none of 
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tkeir promises and professions had been carried 
into effect^ that their funds ivere wasted/ ^at their 
iune would be tarnished by the fallacious repie* 
sentations made under the authority of their names^ 
and that I was anxious and ready to assist their 
benevoleitt efforts by the information I had ac<- 
quired from nearly eight yean' unremitted attentioa 
to the chief ol]jects of the Institution. 

' The Report proceeds ' in extenuation^ ^' That 
'* the Directors^ flying on the liberality of the 
" Public^ had calculated on obtaining fiinds 'Which 
*' would have enabled them to pursue with vigour 
*' the various objects they were desirous to pro- 
^' mote." The funds were certainly sufficient to 
have coflftmenced the various objects they professed 
to promoti^ but the funds were not expended on 
AoBe objects^ and wisdom vrithheld^ wfaatk)stenta<- 
tjon would liavelavishod: ; 

The Report next states, ^' that their first duty. 
^^ obviously was to viratch over the laws recently 
^ made for the Abolition of the Slave Trade^ to 
'' endeavour to prevent their infraction, to suggest 
^ the means ^ rendemng them: more eflbctual^ 
^ and to promote the Abolition of this trade by 
*^ Foreign Powers." When Laws are enacted^ 
Acre are alway^^ persons whose duty it m to watch 
over and enforce them ; but certainly the only 
step the Institution should have taken> (in. my 
humble opinion) or could have taken, with effect, 
vas to have induced the Secretary ot State to. 
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iftimulftite the aittention of the Gomtituted Aiithorir 
ties, by a circular letter tp the Goyerners of Colot! 
iiies^ and when they hfHtrd of any infraeiion of the 
Abolition Acls^ they 8hoi|ld ha¥e infenned the 
Law Officers, whose duty it woidd have been tp 
pro$eeutfe l3ie off^ndei^. |n the Hou«e9 of P^rlia* 
Qient> thpy ^ni^ haye proposed Hie means of 
rendering those Act9 more effeptual, and from their. 
influence with the Ministers^ or by an Address to 
the Gxecntiye^ they ahoidd have promoted the 
Abolition of the Slave Tnde v^ith Foreign Powers^, 
]but fw all this^ not one {Mit|Bd from |hp Subscript 
^on ftind was n^pe^sary. 

" The pirjQetoi^ wUl proceed to, consider the 
f' specific charges against the Institution. Ist^ 
^f The alledged neglect of JBducation/' This they 
adAMi^ but j^ndeayour to ei^cuse themselves by. 
attributing the npglect to * Goyerhor Thompsooj^ 
who is now in the Eaat Indies; thin sincere 
AbcftitiOTfist/ and true friend to the civilization of 
Africa, ynm 9t Fellow of Qii|een'9 College, Cam«- 
Inndge^ and most jealous to extend ediication ; if 
be did no.| paakei those African youths School Mas- 
ters, I condud^ he fo^md them so inadequately^ 
iwtrii£t(^d> ifbBt 1^ i^ould not entrust them vrifh the 
iastruction of pther^f. No person could be more 
inclined to carry into effect the ostensible wishea 
of the Institution, and to prpye it be gave One 
]^uficfared Poundf Subscriptiba, a^d became a Mem*- 
per, but, when he found theiY avowed objecta 
^re never ftttempted to be carried into e&et^ but 



Digitized by 



Google 



39 

.Aeiperoantile'view^ of the inj^iyid^s^ wbo ipantgeA 
ibe Institution alone considered^ be gave them up 
in disgust Next it is asserted tbat Captain Cplum** 
bine's state of health preveuted the wishen of t]» 
InstitiitiQn from beiui; cmxied forward^ and thtf 
Colonel Maxwell did not think it necessary to apply 
the fimds of the Society to this object. The 
question st«ii^ ^us— the Directors allow they had 
juo schools; they aUow in the five j^rst Reports they 
MidttCf d the Public to believe they ha4> which they 
jamst h^ve knpwn to l^e untdrye, because if the 
ScbooU had bi^en €istablished )>y them> the InjStitu- 
jtion must have been called on for their support. 
The Treasurer's Atccoupt^ (annually published) 
i^hewed there were no ^ms drawn for any such 
purpose ; therefore it is ponclusive that they wer^ 
^nowin^^Iy iJeJiiijU^^ the Public on thp sul^ct of 
JBducatipjc^ for M tawt ftve yesM^. ^fter fiis year^' 
propise^ ^ni Ujo iaJF exppfijMre^ they ffgye thp 
pecessity of ]i«v^n|p Schoofs^ by aen4inj5 out Mi** 
vd4 Mrs. Sutherland^ aq4 they declare '' th^f their 
'' oSeffs of providing for the expense pf $qho<^s|p 
f' are irrefragable proof? of their haying atten^pte^ 
^' ciyili:^ion." This is the feme of their e^orts 
— this ofier> the ^emoostration s>f the fulfilment of 
their professions ojid promises., Let the great Per^ 
fsonages^ who haveleattliexaselves so unsuspiciously^ 
only read what is delivered to the Public under 
their «^nction^ and th^ must sufficiently feel 
their humiliated situation. Then the Special Re^ ' 
port says^ ^' Mr. T. charges !Lhe Directors v^ith 
'' di^dji^ a Mb^iftl Na^)^/' because they flajedL 
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'^ A better chance will also thus be afforded for 
*^ restoring some of the captured Negroes to their 
'^ former connexions^ and some of them after hav- 
^ ing enjoyed the advantages of instruction in agri- 
'' culture, and in other useful arts in the Colony, 
^' may possibly be beneficially employed in dis- 
*' seminating in other parts of Africfa the know- 
*' ledge which, they may have thus acquired."— 
Surely after reiterating for years the "wonders they 
were doing, their Schools (in nubibus) for Arabic^ 
Soosoo, English, Wi^iting, and the Arts, with 
Farms annexed for Instruction in Agriculture, 
when not one of those admirable plans were £ver 
put into execution, nor one of the captured Negroeg 
returned to his own country, or ever received any 
instruction in ours, it was just to consider this 
pompous representation a delusion on this Ifberal 
nation ; and in support of their statement, they 
refer to that miserable expensive production (made 
tip in their own vmy) by Captain Colutnbine and 
Mr. Dawes, and denominated a Report of Survey 
of the Coast, to the Secretju^ of State ; confirming 
what Governor Thompson writes (as given in page 
S, Preface, 4th Edition) '' tempting me to aid the 
*^ covert Slave traffic, which' had already been 
*^ established, and to- join in the general System of 
^ Tnisrq^resentation to the British Goverfiment.** 

The extract from the Report of Survey contain^ 
Ihe following passage ; '' When any of the cap- 
^^ tured Negroes desired to return to their own 
^ COUAtry, and sttch return was deemed practi* 
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•* cable^ they have been allowed to do 80^ bein; 
^ first provided with a paper under the hand and 
'' seal of the Governor, certifying that they were 
'^ to be considered as his people; and under his 
'^ protection, which is looked on according to the 
'^ Custom, and Laws of Africa, as a sufficient secu- 
'^ rity against further molestation ;" this is all 
delusion also ; no such paper having been issued, and 
no such Law or Custom subsisting in Africa, but 
febricated for the same purposes, and in the same 
way at Mr. K. Macaulay's statement of the disposal 
of the captured Negroes (given in the Appendix, 
Preface, 3d Edition, p. S5). I have heard of a 
solitary instance of an attempt to send some 
Jolliffes home, but they were suffered to be sold 
into slavery on the way ! So much for the asser- 
tion that near five hundred captured Negroes have 
been restored to their own country. 

This Report concludes the first head.— Mr. T. 
adds, '^ the British Government paid two Black 
^^ Boys, who vn'ote badly and read worse, for 
^' teaching the Children to read and write; the 
" truth and spirit of this allegation will be seen by 
'^ the annexed specimens of the hand-writing of 
'^ these youths." 1 remember while I was in the 
"Colony, Peter Wilson, one of their educated youths, 
was at the head of the School, and he could 
neither read nor write intelligibly ; but " the 
*' specimens of the hand-writing of these youths 
f^ they have exhibited to the Board," who could form 
H j;i^(^ment of a boy's proficiency in writing by 
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midi B production ? However «re must recollect how 
complaisaat the Board convtaad^ proves itself^ hi 
j^eiog eajBily ntisi^ i 

94* ^' Mr. T. proceeds at page 10, to blame the 
^' InsUtutioii far having sent Cotton Seeds and 
^* various Machines \t^ the Ccdoi^y befcMre they could 
^' be of any use/' The p^Bs^ge in my, Letter^ 
page 10^ alluding to a great display hwing been 
Dsade in the Institution Report aboitf sending 
Cotton Seed and Macbines to tbe Cofony^-^state^^ 
«^ tbey did send out such things t)e£Mre the Set- 
^' tiers had Luid granted to tiieim before Land 
^< was prepared for tbe Seed^ or Implements in 
^' the Colony to prepare the XtusA with^ the Seed 
^' was thrown into the River rotten^ and tbe Ma- 
^' chines suffi^red to d^cay ;" and { added in a 
note, ^'many persons in the O^omy who were 
^' present when the articles arrived^ c^ prove 
^ this statement, and even in London sufficient 
^ evidence pan be found to establish the fact/' 
^xm, would it not have been mor^ dignified an4 
correct in those great Directors^ when siUii\g io 
judgment on my statement^ to have called on me 
to have produced those witnesses^ and after ex:* 
amining them^ to have pronounced judgment? 
instead of attacking Governor Thompson^ attrir 
buting to faim the £ulure of those things^ hecaxi^e 
he was rpcaUed, arguing in their obi way^ from 
what he might have said^ but did not say, and of 
his approbation of the Institution by his sending 
1^ S^bscriptioii ^ Qa^ ^^ndre4 fonndSt Mr, 
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ThompaoA k m incapable of such litdeBess^ as he 
fras sealow to promote every thing that could be 
beneficial to Africa; and^ in truths he con8idere4 
himself Governor of Sit^rra Leone for two yean 
fifter the feed went out ; for he writes to me from 
HuU^ Decembers^ 1810. — ^^. I was sent for home 
^ to conmnnic^ite with Ministers in my capacity 
^ of Governor^ an4 ,as tw^h, in all appearance^ { 
f' stand txf this day." He was never clmrg^ed witi) 
any act of impropriety ; he was removed by the 
influence of the little select party^ because he 
would not beceme an instrument of ddaaion ; he 
would have made ^f agriciitture overspread that alr 
f most depopidaled part -of Africa;" h^ would 
liave brokm the tube of deception^ and the bubble 
having bursty profit w^uld be dimmished and popur 
}anty paralysed } the Manager must have phabl^ 
tocds for intricate mimufacture— Thompscttv way 
pngKrii oek^ wbcsiding^ and sound to the heart. 

The next Aing under the i|ame head — ^^ Mr, 
^* T. ^rms tlMt the cotton seed was as usdess tQ 
^ the iialivefl as the settlers^ lor they had np imr 
^' plements of hariM&dry^ nor any sort oi instn)^ 
f' meats to pnepane ike ground for the seed." An 
fittempt is hese mule to disphty their knowledge of 
African agrioalture and maiw&cture^ which is not 
illustrative. The Africans plant the cotton see^ 
on the same ground wi^h the rice^ and after taking 
jn the rieoj they hoe the cotton ; but when thi^ 
lieed was ofiercd^ the natives were informed it was 
of a different ipiality fjRpm wfa«t |h6^ had vgei h^^ 
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fore, and tbftt directions were sent out for its ma- 
tiagenient. They refuaed the seed, as they will not 
give up old habits until they see a beneficial change. 
I stated in my note, page 10, Letter to Mr. 
Wilherforce, that there were in London gentlemen 
who could establish the fact. I naturally wish for 
investigation, because I am upheld only by truth ; 
they evidently resist it, because they float only on 
its suppression, 

3d. ^ In the Third Report, the same old delu- 
^' sion practised by the Sierra Leone Company is 
^' kept up. The Report states that the Colony 
^' would produce hemp, rope, cotton, silk, sugar, 
^' tea, baric, camphor, castor oil, tobacco, &c. &c.^ 
Let any person read the Company's Report in 
1794, three years after they were established, and 
the ^hird Report of the African Institution, and 
determine if it must not be pronounced the same 
old delusion ; also if the whole intention is not to 
shew that the Colony would produce these i^icles^ 
not one of which (except a little cotton) was pro*^ 
duced at the time ; however, they give an extract 
from Mr. Vanneck's letter, which proves that great 
care had been taken of every plant sent out, and 
that they were entrusted to him by Governor 
Thompson. Here they allow care was bestowed^ 
without giving Governor Thompson the praise he 
merited, and about the cotton seed they make him 
negligent, to load him with censure unmerited. 

I affihn agaiD> I never heud of, qr saw, any of 
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fhose vatuable productions stated id their Third 
Report^ because they were not in existence; and 
if they imagine I am in error by considering them 
public impositions^ why do they not expose my de- 
tractidn? but the Special Report never presumes 
to prove in support of their Third R^porl^ that the 
Colony does produce hemp, rope^ silk^ sugar, tea^ 
bark, camphor, castor oil, tobacco, &c. &c. which 
I asserted they published to delude the nation. Th^ 
Directors vent their vexation in insinuation and re« 
proach. against Mr. Thompson and myself. Hoping 
to uphold themselves by turning the reader's atten- 
tion from the weakness of their cause to the strength 
of their invective. 

4th. The Direebors do upt deny they deceived 
and misled the Navy CcHnmanders, by inducing 
them to believe that, under the Abolition Act, they 
were to receive from the Treasury for every slave 
they captured (after being condemned to the King^ 
and delivered to the executive officer) forty pounds 
for each man, thirty for each woman, and ten fov 
each child. 

5th. . The Directors do not deny what I have 
said respecting the Fourth African Institution Re« 
port, but e3umse their impropriety in falsely con- 
struing the Abolition Act, by statipg that they pub- 
lished the act itself; as if a commander could doubt 
the great law authority of the Institution, and re- 
fer to their Appendix for the Act Ultimately, I 
mppose^ all parties will be satisfied ; the Institution 
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^^ for pniAiiTig their errors from the Africoiipo&t 
box, and they will prociire compensation to Uiose 
irhofoUowed tiiem^ from the public pwrse. 

As to tbdr fiedtacidus sCtftement iix tUe Foorth 
iiep€irt, die Special lleport declares thcfy musti 
iwTe hfeen dte^ited by Mr. l^hompson ; btit tbey 
Ao not public any docninent thdt wodd pro?e the 
deception. This id afl Very liberal^ vs they knovp^ 
Captain Thompsioil is in the* EaM Indies; bot i/ 
this gentleman eveir sees this Spedsfl Report^ I anat 
Convinced lie Will defend himtelt ttnd md^e si 
g^reater eirposate than has been eitorted from m^. 

6th. '' Mr. T — -• attacks the Fifth Report, arf 
^^ proving the ignorance of the Dtrectoi^ re^pect-^ 
^^ ing the Portuguese possessions^ noiA of tluf 
<^ Equator. AU that ibe Directors Mid on the sab^ 
^' ject t<^afs, that the F^ortugueie have no pbssessionf 
^' north of the EqtrMor> nHth the exception only of 
^' the small idand of Bisstfo. What there is iMCor-- 
^ rcct in thas statement, i^ not obvious.'' The 
islands of St. Thomad, Princes, and the CSatpe d)e 
Verds, are all Portuguese possessions, and the 
Slave Trade is^ carried on at those places. The 
I'ortAguese have possessions at Adjuda, and alsor 
north-east of Bisssto on the Continent; from these 
also the Slave Hf^rade is pursued ; and (hey are all 
north of the Equator. Only let the reader consider 
how this ignorance is persevered in, under the 
ianction of these credulous Directors ; surely it is 
evident how implicit tiiey believe, how tacitly 
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hnSf retieive, and how coit^ciiously they lire Ad- 
teived hy an ignorant and interested individual. 

7th. A long eiktrad from my letter to Mr. Wil- 
Wrforce is given, where I mentioned the Commis- 
sion of Survey. I ss^d '' that an useleiss oommis- 
^ sion, to grtftify the little select party, by giving 
" two of their old servants <£1500 a year eadi, ha;d 
^' cost Oreat Britain ^10,000.'' They cannot 
deny it. I ssid CeeptaHin Ccdumbine was qualified, 
and they inciap^citated him, by having him alsor 
appdnted (xovemor. They cannot deny it. I said, 
if the cfommissioft had beeiif useful, the other com- 
missioners Were not qualified. One of them they 
do not defend, and as to tfie oth«r, I shtil only 
appeal to his Import, and td^ every intelligent gen- 
tleman accustotoied to the coast, i^^hether there is, 
to not, one pttrCicle of information that cottld noi^ 
kave been attained at Cape Coast Castle, or iiir Lon- 
don, without troofoie or expence f The otiseiTa' 
fions and hints on flie state of tbefHave Trade, con- - 
tainod in the Report, are unfounded, the remarks 
About Sierra Leone mischievous, ahd obviously in* 
tended to* further the vieitsof the trading Pktnon. 

The Report continires. — '' But perhaps Mr. T^ 
'' means to object to* the propriety of continuing 
^' their salaries to the comTms^ioners during theii^ 
** involuntary inaictivity; if so, tlH^ Dii^ctora 
^ think it necessary to state, not h^ way of recri*^ 
*** mination, but for the purpose of enabling th^ 
f Institution to Judge of the justMss of Mr« 
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'^ Thorpe'^ daim to a character tar superbr regfard 
*' to public economy ; that he himself enjoyed a 
'< salary^ as Chief Justice and Judge of the Vice 
" Admiralty. Court at Sierra Leone^ for several 
^' years^ alUiough hid actual residence in the Colony 
*^ did not exceed twenty-one months; his salary^ 
'^ which was «£1500 ayear^ commenced from the 
'< month of January 1808, and he received it with^ 
** out any deduction for three years and a half be^ 
^< fore he set his foot in the Colony ; but not content 
^' with this large sinecure emolument, soon after 
^' he landed at Sierra Leone, he demanded of Mr. 
'^ Smith (the gentleman who had done the whole 
f ^ duty of the office of Judge of the Vice Admiralty 
'^ Court for nearly eighteen months previous to his 
^^ arrival) to pay over to him all the fees he had 
^' received in that csqpacity ; and on Mr. Smith's 
*' refusing to comply with this demand, Mr« Thorpe 
'^ brought an action against him in the Court in 
*' which he himself usually presided, for a «£1000^ 
** and there pleading his own cause, he obtained a 
^^ verdict for <£330, and actually compelled Mr. 
'^ Smith, by a writ addressed to the Sheriff, to pay 
*^ this «um within a few days after the verdict had 
'' been given/' 

Since they have most liberally introduced 
this irrelevant subject, and travelled out of the 
Pamphlet to make a personal attack, and carry 
the reader's attention from their fallacious Re^ 
ports, I shall begin with noticing eight false 
statements in half a page, and then obtrude on the 
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matter. I never received any salary as Judge of 
the Vice Admiralty Court; it was distinctly settled 
that I was to he remunerated hy the fees arising 
from that c^ce ; I did not make any demand on 
Mr. Smith soon after I arrived in the Colony^ 
nor until several sessions afterwards ; I never de- 
manded the whole of the fees ; Mr. Smith did not 
act for nearly eighteen months; I never pleaded 
my own cause; I never obtained a verdict for 
^£320; } never actually compelled Mr. Smith to 
pay^ nor was any particular writ addressed to the 
Sheriflf on the subject^ within a few days after the 
verdict had been given* 

I was removed from my judicial situation in Ca^ 
nada^ to be appointed Chief Justice of Sierra Le* 
one; my salary was to cease for the one on the 31st 
of December 1807^ and commence for the other 
on the 1st of January 1806^ from the hour I 
was appointed I was prepared to embark. I ap- 
plied often to Government to assume my station. 
The Secretary of State three times directed me to 
hold myself in readiness. Lord Castlereagh or- 
dered me to sail by his Majesty's ship Solbay. Lord 
Liverpool directed me to go by his Majesty's ship 
Crocodile. I was four times actually equipped 
for going on board, but secret infltience always 
produced a detention. It was asserted I could not 
go vrithout the new Charter for the Colony, which 
vras not ready, though the new Charter neittier in?- 
creased nor diminished my power of discharging 

B 
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every duty Acquired. I might have prcsiffed itr the 
Admiralty Court ; I might have acted as Chief Jus^ 
tice ; I might have presided at the criminal cchu^ 
missions^ from being first ia council ; and I might 
have presided in th£ Civil Court, if I had been ap« 
pointed Mayor ; all without the new Charter ; but 
the little select party did not wish rae there^ and I 
was detained until Mr. Whitbread's enquiry in 
the Hou99 of Commons into, the cause of my de«* 
tentipn, obliged me ta assume my station. Now, 
I only ask, if, in justice^ one shilling of my sa- 
lary eould have been withheld ? Certainly Lordi 
Liverpool and Gastkrea^ considered me entitled, 
for they directed that I should be paid. Mr. Stnitk 
was a person originally sent out by the Siena Le« 
one Company at a Mlary of £40 dr £bO a year i as 
I have been informed, to instruct the boys and 
girls in spellmg^ and the men and women in Fsalm 
singing J be th^n became a storekeeper for the 
(^omp^ny, and next a shopkeeper for himself. Mr. 
Smith hikppened to be in Engkmd wben Captain 
Columbine was going out in his Majesty's ship 
Crocodile, to be Governor of Sierra Leone and 
Commodore on the station. I applied to go in the 
Crocodile, bat Mr. Smith was consi^^red a mor^ 
complaisant gentleman. I was refused a passage, 
tind Mr, Smith taken out, and appointed acting 
Judge of the Vice Admiralty Courts by Commo* 
dore Columbine, who had his own ship constentfy 
;bringing in vessels for adjudication^ and at their 
4rials he dict^ed the judgments of the Court for 
-Mr^ Smith to pronounce! But if Mr, Smith did 
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Hot approve of those ientences, (thotigh he pro^ 
nounced them) he altered them as he thought 
fit^ long after they were recorded; and lest the 
original ship's papers should ever come fortb 
in judgment against him^ in cases of appeal from 
his sientences of condemnation^ he suffered thenf 
to be taken away entirely! Mr. Smith had also 
ftiuch facility in supplying his shop firom the con-^ 
demned cargoes^ so that his judicial am>oint« 
ment was universally considered a pretty profitable 
Irading concern. Mr. Smith having long been Ibe 
great oracle of the Colony, felt his consequence 
lessened on the arrival of Governor MaxweU and 
myself; and informed the inhabitants^ he '' might 
^^ have been Governor, Chief Justice, or one of thi^ 
^•' Council, if he had pleased; that he would not 
*' assist the ^constituted authorities, but suftbr their 
*' ignorance to ruin them, after which ho would 
'' set all right l" 

. Having tolerated Mr. Smith in this mode of con« 
duct for six months, and perqeiving its iTyurious 
tendency, 1 spoke of it to Governor Maxwell, and 
sent a very cool, sensible gentleman to Mr. Smith, 
who pmnted out the impropriety of his conduct, 
and assured him that if he did not desist, I should 
be obliged to expose him, by proving be had been 
^iqpqpointed a Magistrate and acting Judge, in viola- 
^tion of the. Charter and Admiralty Commission, and 
Oft he had ao.Jegal right to the fees he had recdved, 
he would be obliged to refund them. This expos-* 
tnlation was answered by defiance. I tbea put the 

e2 
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)iy!ioIe business under the management of Mr. Pmn-*^ 
eis Hofpkins^ who brought an action^ proved my 
case/ and estabKsbed that Mr. Smith had not only 
(LCted as Judge without any commission being in 
the Colony^ but in dircict violation of the commis- 
sion I held ! Mr. K. Macatiky, the ^!btrshaI of the 
yice Admiralty Courts pik)ved that be knevr of fees 
antounthig to more than eight hundred and fifty 
pounds, \duch Mr; Smith had received^ and also 
^at Mr. Smith had received fees himself, of which 
Mr. K. Macaulay (as Marshal) did not know the 
fiuict amount. Ai^d wheil Mr. A. Macaulay vras 
called as a Witness, I asked him> *' if he had not 
*^ heard Mr. Smith declare he might have been Go« 
V vernor. Judge, or one of the Council ; that he 
y would not take any part at present in the Go« 
*^ vernment, but suffer those in authority to ruin 
** themtelveb by th^ir. ignorance^ and then he would 
'' set every thing right f " To this question Mr. 
A. Macaulay answered in the affirmative. I told 
ihe Jury, '' that fearful of thi injurious comse- 
'f quences that might arise from this presumption^ 
'' I had brought the action to expose Mr. Smith's^ 
'' arrogant conduct^ and assuring them that I did 
'' not seek for damages, requested they would 
" allow him amply /^ro lahore et opereJ* I took 
no further part in the action from begiBuing to 
end* The Court, the Jury^ and the witnesses were 
s^l Mr. Smith's old friends. A verdict was brought 
in for the Plaintiff, withi^OO damages. It waB 
recorded/ and in the following term, according to 
general practice, (no appeal having been entered) 
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execntion issued of course, and I received the 



I then concluded all other demands from Mr.' 
Smith precluded; but the little select party pre- 
vailed on Lord Bathurst to stop seven hundred 
pounds of my salary as Chief Justice^ and appro- 
priate it to Mr. Smithy as acting Judge of the Vice 
Admiralty Court ! not from my salary which be* 
came due while Mr. Smith was actings (for I was 
paid all my salsdry for that time by direction of Lord 
Liverpool) but from what be(»me due (two years 
afterwards) during my leave of absence for the 
recovery of my health. By this deduction^ and 
stoppages equally oppressive^ nearly three thousand 
pounds of my salary have been withheld^ which 
might have caused me to have been thrown into a 
prison^ and by disabling me from the power o^ 
obeying any order to return to my station in the 
Colony^ a dismissal from my appointment would 
have followed of course. Oould such an object 
have been contemplated by such pure and benevo* 
lent gentlemen } Every liberal mind^ I am con- 
vinced^ will be gratified by this exposure of malig- 
nity/ and the great men who have suffered their 
names to sanction such a vitious attempt at detrac- 
tion^ must feel ashamed ; but the noble Lord who 
has been so misled as to become the instrument of 
such unprovoked persecution, m\\, on learning the 
truths feel indigiiant at their audacity. I hope this 
plain statement will warn the fabricator of this Re- 
{>ort to beware of such continued arrogance ; hii| 
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adulation of rank^ disrespectful of himself ; but h« 
might have considered the personages who have so 
thoughtlessly lent the sanction of their great names 
to such unqualified malignity. — '' It oufc-herods 
f Herod," 

8th. '' Mr Thorpe blames the information the 
*' Directors gave to the navy in the Fifth Rqport/' 
They acknowledge the information was erroneous^ 
in stating^ as they did^ that it was necessary that 
vessels carrying on the Portuguese Slave Trade 
should have been built in Portuguese dominions^ 
or condemned in Portuguese Courts of Admiralty ; 
but say^ it was once an opinion in which '^ Mr. T^ 
V himself appears to have entirely and unreserv- 
'^ edly concurred^ as may be seen from several of 
^' his own decisions^ as the cases of the Calypso;^ 
*' Urbano^ and Paquet Volante/' In the fir?t plaee> 
the Calypso had nothing to do with the .case ; sh^ 
was condemned on different points from the others^ 
and the cause of the Urbano, and Paquet .Volante 
being condemned was this: — When Captain Bones 
brought them into Sierra Leone> he produced not 
only the errors of the African Institution^, but also 
directions from the Lords of the Admiralty to the 
same effect, I never attended to the fallaciousness 
of the Institution^ but I considered myself bound 
by the directions of the Admiralty in that instance. 
An Admiralty Judge, I conceive to be directed not 
only by the civil law^ and Admiralty proceedings, 
)>ttt^ to be in some measure^ directed by his ow n 
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government; therefore, under iluit . anfliority/ I 
tonderoned^ but informed Captain Bonea I waa 
conTineed the sentence would be rorerged^ and ex- 
posed the absurd confusion made about the Portu- 
gese Treaties, tn such a way before Captains Irby 
and ScobeU> as to prevent any more captures from 
kmg m^ on the same ground. 

The Directors next introduce what they edl the 
aubstance of a conversation of mine with Lieute^ 
nant.Pascoe, (who. was universally revered in life^ 
and covered with glory in death.) This conversation 
is irrelevant to the subject of their erroneous inform 
illation furnished to Uie navy, and would be per- 
fectly ridiculous for me to attend to in its present 
etate, though the supposed substance of my con*^ 
versation was '' submitted to two respectable naval 
^' officers/' Wheu any derision of mine is ap-^ 
pealed from, and comes before the court aboVe^ I 
ahall wilUttgly fomish the reasohs for my judgment 
!when required^ as I have heretofore done^ and 
though in errory if I have discharged my duty with 
integrity^ I wonld not be considered culpable; 
but those who mischievously mislead from obtrusive 
ostentation^ are in my opinion highly criminal 

• At page 27, '' Mr: T. refers to his own exposition 
'* of the 10th Article of the Portuguese Treaty, 
'' as. more correct than Lord Castlereagh V That 
is n(^ true— I never did say my exposition was more 
correct than Lord C^stlereagh's: such presumption 
I leave to the managers of the Institution; [' and 
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'* he/* (Mr. T.) "adds that his constmction hitt 
*^ not been overruled by higher authority. This 
'' assertion^ it is much to be regretted, is equally 
'' incorrect with the rest of his Pamphlet. Previ- 
'^ ous to its appearance^ that construction had al^ 
'^ ready been overruled by Sir William Grants Sir 
'' Wiih'am Scott, and Sir John Nichdl, in the 
" cases of the Calypso, Urbano, and Faquet Vo* 
'^ lante, ' and has since been overruled in the case 
^' of the St. Juan." In the first place, the deci« 
fiion of the Calypso has not been overruled, but 
stands over ; the condemnation was not confirmed 
Irom the King's Advocate being misled by the ig-^ 
norance of Mr. Macaulay, the captor's prize agent. 
When I informed the King's Advocate where the 
slaves were taken from, by referring to the log 
book of the Calypso, and proved by affidavit, that 
those places were not on the Coast de Mina, he ap« 
plied to the Court to be heard again, but the ail- 
ment was closed; however the condemnation was 
not overruled. Secondly, the cases of the Urbano; 
and Faquet Yolante have nothing to do with my 
exposition of the treaty. I never stated^ '^ it was 
^^ necessary that vessels carrying on the Portuguese 
'^ Slave Trade^ should have been built in the do- 
*' minions of Portugal, or condemned in a Portu- 
^' guese Court of Admiralty ;" that I leave for the 
exposition of the African Institution ; and as to the 
St. Juan, the Special Report admits this case was 
not decided until after my pamphlet was published ; 
the i*easons for reversing that condemnation may 
>))ave beea the same that prevented the condemo^^ 
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lioa of the Calypso from being confirmed at once« 
as Mr. Macaulay was prize agent in her case also. 
Then the Report persists liberally to decide, ^' hut 
'' besides this^ the irregularity of Mr. Thorpe's pro* 
** ceedings^ as judge of the Vice-Admiralty at 
" Sierra Leone^ appears to have produced on the 
'* minds of the judges of the prize court, a very 
'^ unfavourable impression of the justice of his 
'^ proceedings ; and in that way may have proved 
'' materifdly prgudicial to the general cause of 
^' Abolition/' I defy these defective Abolitionist* 
to state a single sentence that ever passed the lips 
of those admirable judges^ that could have been 
distorted into a censure <m th^ justice of. my deci* 
sons, and if my decisions had been unjust, how 
could, that have prejudiced the cause of Abolition? 
In the. case of the Diana (Dod. Adm. Rep. p. 95) 
Sir William Scott most correctly reprobated the 
eondpict of the Ck>urt at Sierra Leone, but the little 
fidect party's judge and friend^ Mr. Smithy presided, 
and the precedentii fient by his judicious friends of 
the Institution, proceed much of his error. 

As they become weak in vindication^ and more 

confused in reasoning, they grow strong in faUa* 

cious statement, and personal acrimony ; — it is a 

miserable subterfuge ; — the imbecility of the head 

. Quinot be supphed by tiie depravity of the heart. 

9th. '' Another theme of invective strangely 
ff a^nced )>y Mr. Thorpe^ is the conviction of 
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** Brodie^ Cooke, and Danbar, under the Skf^ 
" Felony Act." Then eleven pages of felsehood 
and malignity issue with more effrontery than was 
ever before exhibited. It must be evident to the 
nation^ that the active Directors and their mana^ 
ger^ who have ktboured for my removal for years^ 
would with avidity have laid chaige* against me, 
if any thing tangible could have been fimnd ; they 
studied to make Samo's trial a charge ; toBed over 
my Letter to Mr. Wilberforce; and the public w31 
credit the assumnce> that I have positive proof of 
their having scrutinized every action of mine \Jb 
4ind some error to lay before the Secretary of 
State, it is scarcely neceteary to attend to their in*' 
vectives, which only confirm *' their infinite wrath 
^' and infinite despair/' I have always dared them 
to public accusation, and courted enquiry. 

Knowing hew Aey have endeavoured to preju« 
dice Lord fiathurst agiainst me, and to whisper away 
my character whenever ihey ctfoid find credulous 
listeners; I requested his Lordship to let me know 
what had been insinuated to my disadvantage, and 
assured him that I wouTd not require a day to 
satisfy his Lordship as to«its fiedsehood and wicked* 
ness, but a particle of chai^ never came forth. 

The Special Report proceeds to ptate the man- 
ner in which Brodie, Cooke, and Dunbar pleaded, 
' and how they were circumstanced, all of which is 
. fake, as the men tiiemselvesf, now in England, cdn 
prove. 
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The Directors wish to shew, that the precedent 

I established in the first case of prosecution foi^ 

Slave trading, was followed in the proceedings 

against these men, and the blame of their convic^* 

tton most attach to me ; to support this, they ap« 

peal to some published trials. I know nothing of 

those trials, though I make no doubt (from the re** 

spectability of the Editor) I uttered whatever was 

published as mine; 1 have not read them; but I 

appeal to my own Letter, part of which Colonel 

Maxwell and the Directors have so honourably gi« 

ven to the public, in which I stated that I wag 

annoyed on Colonel Maxwell's account, after 

Samo and Hickson bad been brought to Sierra 

Leone. 

Governor Maxwell, without my knowledge, 
•ent his Majesty's schooner Vesta to the Isles de 
Lo88> had Samo and Hickson seized, and drag* 
ged from their houses, as prisoners to Sierra 
Leone on a suspicion of slave trading. I ne« 
ver had seen the Slst. of the King, Cap. 23, at 
this time, it was only in Governor Maxwell's 
possession. I did not wish that the Slave Trado 
should be encouraged, by shewing that the au« 
thorities in the Colony had no power to control 
the traders residing in the Rio Pongas, nor 
did I wish that the Governor, who had ordered 
those men to be seized vrithout sufficient authority, 
should be ruined by damages and disgrace, *which 
inevitably would have been the case, if Samo and 
Hickson had been liberated, and bad proceeded 
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vital importance to th<$ cause of Abolition, that 
these men should not be permitted to escape with- 
out trial, because on their discharg*e they would 
have returned to theii- factories, revived the Slave 
Trade with increased vigour, and encouraged 
Uiany others under the impunity by which they 
>vould have discovered themselves shielded. I there* 
fore advised that Mr. Biggs should be sent to the 
Jlio Pongas, to prevail on the King of the Soosoo 
nation, and the chiefs around him, to permit the 
process of our court to extend ta the xehite men in 
their dommions, which was granted, and a suffi-r 
cient number of competent witnesses were subpcB^ 
naed and broiight to Sierra Leone. Hickson w*as 
acquitted ; and after the jury had given a verdict of 
guttty against Same, I endeavoured to prove to 
Governor Maxwell that tlie prisoner could not be 
legally convicted under the Act. He would not be 
convinced^ and produced the Edinburgh Reoiem^ 
to satisfy me I was. wrong; however, } told him, as 
J could not pass sentence on San)o, he had better 
induce the native King, the Chiefs, and the Slave 
Trader?, in the country where Saino had so long 
resided, to petition for his pardon, and, as an in- 
ducement to have it granted, solemnly promise that 
they would renounce the Slave Trade for ever ; this 
they did, and Samo was liberated. When the mi-r 
serable predicament into which I was thrown is 
considered, I leave it to the nation to determine, 
whether I. served the Abolition cause, and save4 
Coyernoj: Maxwell or not. 
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No one was injured ; Samo had been confined 
for 4 few weeks, but there was an information filed 
a^nst him for selling eighteen slaves^ and he was 
fined eighteen hundred pounds, which was forgiven ; 
this was sufficient compensation ; but the pernicious 
contequences that mu^t have arisen from his libera- 
iion without trial, were incalculabte/he could not 
have been sent to England without witnesses to 
have convicted hinl, and such could not have been 
procured. As to Colonel Maxwell, every thing that 
friendship could dictate, 1 said, wrote, and did, to 
screen him in this case, and to prevent his ever ex- 
ercising arbitral*y power again, as my letters and 
conduct fully prov6. I assured him I could not 
legally pronounce sentence on Samo; also in the 
letter given by the Directors, (page 101, Special 
Report) I advise him not to exceed the powers 
vested in him by his commission and the Royal In- 
structions, and in my letter given in their Appendix, 
I metitibn, that on my return to England *, '' the 
'* difficulties and doubts that are now on my mind 
** will be removed :" yet the Directors publicly 
declare, that it was under the precedent of my con- 

♦ The difficulties-snd doubts that were on my mind, I com- 
iDttnicated specifically to the Secretary of State for the Colo- 
aii-8, or to the first Lord of the Admiralty, as they bapf^ened 
to be appropriate ei ther department, as regularly as to the 
Governor; had I been in error I presumed I should have beea 
corrected, yet my mind was not satisfied. I confers I did not 
eensuk the very Hgh authorUy of the Institution, though they 
inform the nation they were in the habit of instructing the sJ*; 
creUry of State. E. T, 
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inct on Samo's seizure^ that Governor MaKwetl 
J)roceeded in the cases of Brodie, Cooke, and Dun-* 
bar, after my return to England. 

The Report continues^ " but Mr. Thorpe had, 
'^ while in the exercise of the same jurisdiction j^ 
^' tried several Slave Traders, convicted three, sen^ 
^ tenced one to seven years transportation, another 
*' to three years hard labour on the public works^ 
^ in cases to all of which the same objection ap^. 
'' plied.'*^ This is as unfounded M the rest of the 
assertions made a^nst me in the Special Report, 
The fact is, two of those persons who admitted 
themselves to be British subjects were brought from 
Bance Island, where they had committed the crime 
of Slave Trading, which island was held by Mr- 
Anderson by a grant from the Crown, and at th4 
time of the trial was in our possession as a depot for 
the recruiting party from the West India regiments; 
I maintain they were legally tried and convicted 
under the Act, though pardoned. 

A British subject also was s€nt from Dick's Cove^ 
(a settlement on the Gold Coast in possession of the 
Crown) to Sierra Leone, to be tried for aiding and 
abetting the Slave Trade ; now I contend this per^ 
son was legally tried, and I defy the Institution and 
all their vindictive partisans, to produce one instance 
of my having acted illegally in my public, or imrno* 
rally in my private conduct; the Nation (from the 
Special Report) will be convinced they would if 
they could, lay charges and induce conviction. 
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As for the ottsertipn that Colonel Maxwell or Mr. 
Purdie followed my precedeat»j it is well known 
that from the hour I left the Colony they overturned 
and derided every thing I had done in the courts or 
out of the courts pointedly pursued a directly oppo* 
site course^ and 4eclared they did not desire law to 
be the rule of their conduct, and never suffered it 
to be a restraint. 

The Directors conclude — " As to the respectful. 

'^ and sympathetic style in which Mr. T. speaks o£ 

'' these men J one of whom he had himself adjudged^ 

'* to the pillory^ and all of whom he admits to have 

" been $)ave Traders, it would be difficult to ex« 

^^ plain, even on the principles assumed by him'-i 

^' self< With, his affected zral for the Abolition, it 

^f is stiU less r^concileable/' I never spoke of these 

mep respectfully; — I punished one of them when 

tike law would reach hin^ ; was I to sacrifice the 

law to administer to their popularity P They have 

proved ii^y zeal for, the Abohtion, thanks to their 

palig^nity. 

10th. '' The Trial and Condemnetien of Bostwick 
'^ and Mae Queen^ mentioned by Mr. T. in terms of 
'' s^rotlg censure, stand on precisely the sam^ 
^' ground as those of Brodie^ Cooke and Dunbar." 
This is ^BoUier false statement ; for those men^ under 
th9 inSuepce of both hope and fear, and a promise of 
immediate pardc^^ were induced to acknowledge 
^y t\a4 boen concerned in the Slave Trade^ and 
without any grand Jury ^ indictment^ witnesses^ coun- 
md, or form, of trials they were sentenced to fourteen 
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yenrs transportatioiij and have been sent to Botany 
Bay ; — of this feet, there is now abundance of proof' 
in England,— the voice of justice and humanity has 
reached the throne ; and 1 have been informed, that 
orders have issued for reversing their sentence, by 
Tirhich they will ultimately be relieved from their il^ 
legal sufferings. 

Surely there never was such conduct exhibite<]f 
Under the pretence of administering English laM 1 1 
nor such atrocities ever practised by any civilizecT* 
nation. 

lltfi. '' Mr. T. also severely censilres the con' 
^^ duct of Governor Maxwell, and Captains Scobell 
^ and Maxwell, for destroying the slave fectories, in 
*' the rivers Mesarado and Pongas, and liberating 
^' the slaves found there." I did not mention the 
names of Captains Scobell and Maxwell, that was 
reserved for their kind friends in the Institution* 
The Special Rq>ort states, '^ the dave fectories^ 
" which were destroyed, belonged exclusive^ U> 
'^ British and American subjects/'— This is not true, 
^ The factories were planted on ground over whicb 
*' the native jurisdiction did not extend." — ^This is* 
not true. '' They were distinct and separate from 
'^ the towns and villages of the natives."^Thi8 is 
not true. The '' attack and destruction of the fac* 
'^ tories, Mr. T. calls an invasion of the territories. 
'' of our allies ;" — '^ the liberation of the captives* 
'' detained in the slave yard, or in the chains of those 
" contemners of the laws of their country, he deno* 
^' minates carrying away the subjects of our alliesi. 
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^ end the demolition of the slave houses;^ and slava 
^ holds of thesQ British and American miscreants, 
" he calls destroying the possessions of the n^tives/f 
There never was such a fallacious rhapsody published 
before, under the sanction of great names; and if all 
this statement were true, it would not invalidate my 
assertion. Great Britain has no possessions at Cape 
Mesarado, nor in the Rio Pongas, yet the Governor 
of Sierra Leone sent an armed force> and destroye4 
the habitations,^ and carried away the property of the 
white men indiscriminately^ who had for twenty 
year« resided in the dominion^ and under the pro« 
(ection, of the African Kings and Chieftains. Al} 
slaves, on this occasion, were seized upon^ without 
distinction^ whether they belonged to white or black 
men, and many were tdken, that were not slaves ; 
some persons, who in their ovm country, resisted 
these violent depredations, were killed or wounded, 
or obliged to fly from their homes. The white mea 
were caught, carried in irons to Sierra Leone, and 
condemned by an illegal power to transportation^ 
while the black natives thus seized were condemned 
to our Sovereign, and instantly turned into soldiers; 
for life, or placed as the Governor thought fit; 
for these acts of lawless power, in forcing the na« 
tives from their masters, parents, and happiness, ap«^ 
plause is demanded from the nation, and head 
money from the treasury. Undoubtedly, it was as 
much an invasion of the territories of our allies^ as \t 
we had invaded Russia or Holland in the dame way; 
and much more disgraceful and cru^, because the 
blacks ara"poor> defenceless, inofiensive beincs, look- 
Digitized by CjOOQIC 
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in^ to the English for example^ pr(;cept and J[)rotec«> 
tion. Bostwick was dragged to a prison, aild %vithoui 
trial, trtinsported for fourteen years; his houses 
bprned^ his property destroyed; his respectable 
widowed mother disgtaced ; every prospect in life 
blasted, and every hottr embittered ; he %vas asked td 
accuse some merchants in Liverpool for being coii'* 
cerned in the stave trade ; he declared he knciv of 
none; then he was told to acknowledge he had been 
in the trade himself, and he would be liberated; 
he did so, and was thrown into irons; not an ac- 
cusation made, or a witness produced. McQueen 
\va8 similarly circumstanced, and they are now iti 
Botany Bay. Brodic declares, he is ready to prove 
that from the moment he renounced the slave trade 
dn Samo's pardon, he never had the slightest concern 
with that trade in any shape. Two little negro 
boys, under eleven yeara of age, without having the 
least knowledge of an oath, or knowledge of our Ian-* 
^age, were induced to say, under the utmost terror 
and in teai*s, that he was their father, and then it was 
proved that a person who had been his servant sdd 
Chem ; this man's property was completely destroy- 
ed, and from the severe treatment he experienced, I 
learn that half of his face has been eaten away by 
diisease ; he has been restored, by a reversion of hia^ 
sentence, indigent and disfigured, to a reputable fk-i 
Diily. Hickson is now labouring on the public 
ivork^ al Sierra Leone. We are indignant that ar 
ivhite man, a British subject, in such a climate, at all 
seasons, should toil Under a vertical sun ; but every 
feeling ts agonized, when we know he was illegally 
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sentenced to such punishment. Of Cooke and Dun* 
bar, I know little more than that one is ain American 
knd the other a Spaniard. All this is applauded by 
those religious^ morale benevolent gentlemen^ Yfho, 
because they cannot extricate their partizans^ would 
entangle me in their criminality ; and^ because I have 
not implicit fkith in all they profess^ nor revere them 
ta imAiaculate, they load me with opprobrious 
epithets^ as profusely, as they kvish panegyricks on 
themselves. This storm of passion blows them intd 
a sea of absurdity^ while they declare '' I sympa- 
'' Ihize With slave traders/' they publish to the 
world irrefntgable proof from my letters, that I dedi- 
cated my whole mind, resigned every comfort oh 
earth, and would have ha2farded my life in the cause 
of Abolition. iTIiey preach their zeal to conciliate the 
Afirican Chiefs, and at the same time praise those 
who have irritated, and driven them to the verge of 
War; they proclaim themselves the Protectors of 
Sierra Leone; and, after causing insurrection by 
breach of promise to the settlers, they endanger the 
extermination of its inhabitants by breach of faith 
with the neighbour chiefs. 

I feel it incumbent on me, while treating on this 
subject, to point out a new instance of this voraci*^ 
ousness for head-money, and a propensity to oppres- 
Ifion, under the mask of Abolition. Colonel Max- 
Well, having h^ard there was a ship in the rivet 
SherbOTdugh, (not in British territory) intending to 
fake On board a cargo of two hundred slaves, sent a 
force tnd bfoiight her to Sierfa Leon0, Where Sur- 
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i^eon Purdic condemned her and two hundred slaves 
who were never on board the ship« nor. brought t0 
Sierra Leone ! However, this slight defect wafi to 
be repaired, and Governor Maxwell sent an 
order to the chiefs " forthwith to send the slaYe9, or 
'' all tlieir habitations and property . should be de7 
y stroked." All they could procure were sent, and 
a promissory note given for the r^ainder. Shortly 
after this mandate, a gentleman, who ha^ long re^ 
«ided at Sierra Leone, stopped at the €nlranpe of the 
Sherbprough, and found all the people moving 
from (heir houses. He en quired the re^uson, %nd yw^ 
told they were ordered to send slaves to Sierm 
Leone ; that as they had none, their , possession^ 
were to be destroyed; Just at that time. Colonel 
Maxwell having fortunately sailed £aff England,. the 
gentleman informed the Chief that he wioul,d apply 
to Colonel Macarthy (then^ cojjinianding at Sierra 
Leone) for a protection, that Ijiemjght relate th^ cirr 
cumslance in person ;., he obtained a protectiop, $ni 
the son of the Chief being sent to Sierra Leone, asr 
sured the Lieutenant Governor they had no slaves, 
that he had fifty brothers and sisters, with whom they 
could not part ; he expressed a hope, that as his 
countrymen had done the Colony no injury> their pro- 
perty and habitations should not be destroyed ; and 
that he would purchase slaves as fast he could, and 
send tliem by six and seven at a tin^e to Sieri^ 
Leone, till the two hundred demanded as the tribute 
for their safety was made up, LieutensLnt Governor 
Macartliy very properly refused to receive the slaves^ 
and the Chief escaped having his to^vn destroyed bjf 
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Cfovemor Maxwell's absence, without purchasings 
slaves for its redemption. This statement can be 
proved by persons now in London ; and I leave it to 
the Paragraph writers, Magazine editors. Pamphle- 
teers and Reviewers amongst and about the little se* 
lect party to defend. ^ I can nothing to abomina- 
*' tion add, greater than this.'* 

The Special Report attempts to impose an idea oii 
the public, that Great Britain has the same right over 
Cape Mesarado, and the Rio Pongas, as she possesses 
(Over the British Forts^ on the Gold Coast ; there is 
bnly this smaU difference; the forts on the Gold 
Coast are held by a chartered Company, %vere al- 
ways considered as British possessions, and are sup- 
ported by an annual Parliamentary grant of twenty- 
five thousand a-year, whereas Great Britain has not 
a fort, or a possession of any sort at Mesarado, or 
the Rio Pongas, nor does she claim or pay for one 
foot of territory there ; nor do the Native Chiefs allow 
to Great Britain any authority over those places. So 
Independent do they consider themselves, that in 
1812, on some trifling complaint, a Chieftain in the 
Rio Pongas seized the government schooner of 
Sierra Leone, dismantled her, and threw the master 
and crew into prison. The Reporter's information 
and veracity is equally conspicuous on all these 
subjects. 

The Report endeavours to shew that I counte- 
nanced these depredations, and that this outrageouk 
conduct may be c6n5?idered as derived from my owe 
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authority ; this iaiug^Uy established }iy extracts frooi 
letters^ said t.> be mine^ to Governor Maxwell^ an4 
expressions which lam supposed to have used at trials. 
Now, on examination^ these letters will be found to 
contain the most friendly advice to Governor Max^ 
well, to guard him against exercising arbitrary 
power^ and to hold himself not justifiable in doing 
what his commission or instructions did not autho*. 
rize. It is evident^ those atrocious acts could never 
have been coiniuitted^ had my advice been foUowed; 
but the moment I left the cdony, all restraint w^s rcr 
mov^d^ Governor Maxwell conceived the African 
Institution would support him through everjy thin^ 
And those unpar^leled acts may be cousideredj^ ag 
committed under their own sanction. The predatory 
expe4itions on the African coast were popular talen 
jn England ; the Institution declared their ;Eeal for 
Abolition^ and applauded their partizans to partake 
of the praise; but when trqth came fortl^, and po- 
pularity retreated^ eyery despotic and illegal pro- 
ceeding was to be attributed to my advising Gover- 
nor Maxwell to send Mr. Bi^ to the Rio PgngaSj 
to induce the Chiefs to permit the process of our 
Courts to attach to white m^n in their dominions^ that 
evidence might be procured against slave traders. I 
wished to screen Colonel Maxwell;, to restrain him 
from arbitrary apts^ (o gain him merits to conciliate 
the Chiefs^ and wean them from t^e slaye trade by 
supplying their comforts^ for their prodi^ce : this i^ 
^erme^ '' sympathysing with slave traders/' this is 
liuthorising barbarous invasion of^ and merciless de- 
jpredations in our Allies' territories^ without ^^hi^lf 
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theil«p4*t detlaret/ '^ihere is an end of all hope, 
^' either of exiinguishii^ the slave trade, or of ciri^' 
'' lizing Africa/' Merciful and wise Devotees ; iin'» 
iqtentional ignorance might palliate/ if wilful maltg** 
nity did not criminate you, beyond redemption. 

I am censured for publishing Mr. Macaulay *s private 
letters, which 1 did not do ; they were letters long be- 
fore the public, which I made ilhistrative of the sub^ 
ject on which I wrote. Surely this was j ustifiable ; but 
the Directors publish my letters^ written in the most 
confidential privacy, and this will be Considered 
worthy of praise ; but I submit to pass through the 
ordeal produced for my destruction, and to be judg- 
ed by those very letters-— The enraged viper perishes 
by his own venom. 

I leave it to the Directors to reflect on the acts 
they have endeavored to justify, the persons they 
are laboring to promote, and the continued calanfity 
their interference has caused. Delusive gopd ;n« 
tention cannot excuse the pertinaciouss protectioa 
of depravity, Those personages (who denominate 
themselves '^ the best beqefiEictors of oppressed 
*' Africa,'') cannot be ignorant of the present 
disturbed state of that (Continent in and about 
Sierra Leone; that tbfs faithless and perfidious 
disregard of territorial rights, thp plunder and 
destruction of subjects and friends, has roused the 
Chiefs to unite against Sierra J^one j thp inhabitants 
of which place have been obliged to send a re-' 
monstrance to the British Government, conceiving 
the white men. and their property n^ost perilously 
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has arrived in London, complaining of accumulated 
^oppressions^ and the harbour of Sierra Leone is 
crowded ^th slave ships, waiting for adjudication, 
but there is neither law to redress the settler, nor to 
emancipate the slave. Such is the condition of this 
|*enowned spot, selected for a display of philanthropy 
and benevolence; ..such the effect produced by these 
celebrated protectors/professers and promisers, after 
twenty-four years of clamour. Had these worthy 
Pirectors only possessed the authority they desired, 
^ from the Gambia to Angola, it is evident, tliat ca« 
laraity would have been heaped on calamity, until 
England's interference, must have become the bane 
pf African happiness; for literally. Upas like, they 
poison every thing salutary within their infloence. 

|2^. Aps^vere4 already in my reply to the 6tfa. 

13th. Great names prove nothing, 

14th. " Mr. T. insinuates that the Board wished 
to conceal the affair of the 167 N^proes being sold 
'' at Sierra Leone." I never insinuated any such 
thing, because I knew they could not conceal that 
public sale, however anxiously they might have 
wished it buried in oblivion, for Governor Thomp- 
son made it sufig^ciently notorious ; shortly after his 
Arrival in the Co^oi^y, he published the whole tmns- 
action, and det^i|e4 eyery circumstance to (ho 
Secretary of State, If the select party >yqvi14 

' • See Mr. Macaula^'s dispttereitcd letter, pngc 38, Pampfcie^, 
pSge73. .... ■ ' 
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employ their influence usefully, they might pn>cure 
for those truly concerned for Afiica, Captain 
Thompson's correspondence (while Governor rf 
Sierra Leone) with Lord Castlereagh, then Secretary 
of State. Let them print these six long interesting 
letters, not six irrelevant lines ; they will then do 
Captain Thompson justice and Africa benefit. The 
interference of the Institution on the sale of the 
167 Shves at Sierra Leone, does not appear to 
have arisen from a desire to redress the injury to the 
cause, but to secure the profit to their Friend 

15th. I leave Hm for Oapt. Thompson's rq^ty. 

16th. There nearer was a greater comUnalion of 
falsehood and wickedness than is contakied in this 
whole paragraph : it quotes a passage from my 
Letter, page 16, '' TruUi and hoiior^ says Mr. 
Thorpe, were Mr. Thompion's qualificationa,'' and 
then the Special Report says, I stigmatize Colonel 
^ifaxwellas a man '^ destitute of truth and honor*'— 
and mark it as a passage from my[puUic Letter^ 
tiiougli I never wrote or published any such 
sentence. 

Attempting to make my conduct appear incon<* 
sistent, the Directors published a Letter of mine 
to Colonel Maxwell, dated March, 1813, and six 
extracts from former Letters to the same person^ 
aU of which are complimentary tmd friendly; then 
they continue, " Governor Maxwell on his return 
V lo England in September hst^ deemed it his 
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*' duty to prefer grave and serious charg^es against 
'' Mr. Thorpe, before the Secretpcry of State for 
*' the Colonial Department;" ^'for the sake of 
'' jMBSce^ and as he qonceited for the very existence 
^' of tbeCSoloiiy> he was oompelled to prefer thosi; 
'^ complaints against Mr Thorpe, which havf 
'' ipsued in his dismissal." To exhibit the vicionst 
ness of this statement, I must produce such docur 
ments ai will proye it one of Uie most deteigitablf 
i&l^rications evef pi»^)ishe4f \ never heard of thos* 
grave and serious cliwges, or of uny charge being 
preferred against me by Governor Maxwell, or 
any other |ieraon, and the ostendble caiise assigned 
for my dismissal rested on the very reverse of any 
charge being preferred against me^ an will ^ipear 
from Mr. Gotlbum's JUetter, 

I lived in habits of intimacy and friendship with 
Colonel Maxwdl ; for neariy two years he was my 
sole companion, his manners were engaging, and 
his attention so unremitted, .that every wish was 
fAtH^ipated. Was I not bound by politeness to pay 
him every flattering attention ? The most friendly 
intercourse induced me to give him the best advice: 
to support his administration was my duty, i^ give 
it praise, my wish ; to suffer every thipg meritorious 
io be attributed to him, to mark out salutary coh^ 
duct, and stimulate him to pursue it, my letters proyd 
these to have been my only otgects. The impropriety 
of his conduct never came before me officially ; and 
no person could presume to rehte any thing to 
pe while in the Colony, injurious to him, Major 
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Winkfield once i^ttemptejj tQ gpeak reproacbfttllj 
of bim^ and to shew me the charges he was tp 
exhibit against Governor Maxwell, on bis arrival in 
Epgland, I suppressed all conversation on the subject 
in the commencement; but the moment I left the 
Colony all restraint vanished, every passion was uut 
bridled, and the most oppressive, injurious and dis* 
graceful proceedings U}q\f. place. 

The people expecting my return hoped for re* 
dress, and held in a state of terror, did not openly 
utter their complaints until they were assured that 
wch interest would be exerted in England, as must 
prevent my return ; therefore on Colonel Maxwell's 
leaving the Colony, the Inhabitants forwarded to 
pie such charges against the Governor, as they 
expected would have prevented his return; Uiey 
Msp promised to supply additional charges of as 
piuch enormity as those transmitted, and they have 
done so. 

I consi4ered the charges, the proofs, and the 
declaration that I was not to return ; I consulted 
such persons as could give me information, and 
fdearly saw there was a firm combination of power 
to prevent me from resuming my situation, lest J 
should be enabled more fully to expose and convict 
the perpetn^tors of these oppressions. I therefore 
pent the charges against Governor Maxwell to Lord 
Bathurst, almost in the words I had received them, 
Urith a request that he would transmit them to th^ 
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l^rivy Council; and in ten days afterwards, sent my 
Letter to Mr. Wilberforce, to be published, in 
which I mentioned that ^' the calamitous accounts 
*'' I had recently received from Sierra Leone, 
" imperiously demanded from me some effort at 
f that moment/' 

Having thus dis<^harged my duty, 1 should have 
silently suffered the v^hole matter to remain with 
the Secretary of State, had not the little Seleqt 
Party by exerting their influence to oppress, and 
their malice to traduce, forced the subject before 
that Public, whose august tribunal can elevate the 
highest or degrade the greatest, and we now stand 
for judgment. 

About the end of March, when my Memorial te 
the King in Council had lain two months un- 
answered by Lord Bathurst, I received a Letter 
from Mr. Goulburn, the under Secretary of Stat^, 
by his Lordship's directions, containing the follow- 
ing passage " With regard to the Memorial 

*' bringing forward various charges against the 
*' Governor (^faxwell) and some subordinate Offi- 
"■ cers of the Colony, I am to acquaint you, that 
''^ Lord Bathurst views it with considerable sur- 
*' prize, whether the cliargcs contained in it be 
" true, or false, it evinces on your part a most 
*' culpable (lereliction of your public duty, rendcr- 
*" ing you in every respect unfit for the station 
"* you have held. If it be true, as you now stated 
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^ that Governor Maxwdl has cMrauded the Trea* 
^' sury of this Country^ has oppressed the Inhabn 
'^ taixte of Sierra Leone^ by lUegal ezaetions, and 
^^ other arbitrary oneasures^ and in some instances 
^^ committed crimes of a mopt heinous complexion^ 
'^ it was clearly your duty, as the first Magistrate 
^' of the Colony^ to have represented these circunn 
'' stances to Government^ and to have given them 
" the oppcwtunity of redressing the grievances and 
^' pvmishing the offenders ; so far from doing this^ 
'' yon have never hinted at any impr<^riety in 
^' Cbveriior Maxwell's conduct or administiation^ 
'' and since your return^ you have repeatedly both 
^' m personal interviews^ and by letter, expressed 
<^ the highest opinion of Governor Maxwell's 
'^ general character, and above all of ^ his judg* 
f^ Di€»t and integrity/ I need only refer to your 
'' own letters as transmitted with your Memwials 
'' for evidence of these assertions. If on the other 
^ band the charges upon enquiry should prove to 
^' be unfounded, your cpnduct, in that case, is 
\' indefensible. Under these circumstances there^ 
""' fore^ Lord Bathurst has thought it his duty to 
*' rabroit to His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, 
*' the necessity of removing you from the situation 
'' of Chief Justice of the Colony of Si^rrrf Leone." 

(Signed) Henry Gouuurbl 

Dated March 1815, without any day of th« 
month. — ^This Letter, 1 answered nearly in the 
following words:. 
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^' Pot the ifrfbrmaCioti of Lord Bathufikt, I beg 
'' kav6 66ncistly arid respectfully to reply, that no- 
^ fliuS^ in the sfighttet dfegiree connected with those 
^ 4t^argtii^6t Mdie before me publicly or officially^ 
'' tior Ifitui it tt<M«rible foi^ nte to be acquainted with 
^' those circttiTiMttntes when in the Colony, as they 
'* have liearly all oieUrfid since my departure from 
*' thelide ; Of the feW iliinor circumstances, that did 
*' 66tikt Anting itay f edMcfnce, the vicioas part was 
*' c&f«fiilly cdnc^iiedfrtom me, therefore I could not 
*' h^e ftepfesfint^d t0CloiF«rnmeut matter of irhich 
'' I hti^ tielther kMWk^e nor proof; it is very 
^' hitely that die subject iniittei' of the eharg^ wa« 
^' dettdted td md, Midi ttfltil then I had no commtini* 
'' catioti With those ehabled to establish the truth of 
'' thesei statl^m^nt^^ Complaints Were not setit to 
'' me until the filettlei* were assured I never would 
<^ be sufterOd to r«tUrfl to the Cokmy. the little 
'' I did know, I (iriVMely labored to have re- 
^' dressed ; and as to atiy tbingf I have either said 
'^ or written, about Cotoiiel SfaxWell, I am ready 
'' to 6hew it wai pet(6c&y compatible with th« 
^ exhibition of ihose charges fnade on the 28d of 
'' January lost } th^efore t am satisfied Lord 
'' BathiirSt Wottld ttOt Submit any proposition to 
" HisRoyil Highh^W thfJ PrincO Regent, for my 
'^ removal, at least until on enquiry the charges 
'' are proved unfottiided ; but should his Lordship, 
'^ by any possibility be induced to make any re- 
'^ proietitfltiott for itriy removal, his high sense of 
"^ honor and jiMtiee will induce hiin to give me 
" such notice as will enable mi to de&dd my 
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^' coodttct Mid ckahictor before this King in Cofcn^ 
'' til. Then it wQl be kdottti holw far I .ter* 
^' been gnflty of a ' eulpaUe derelietliMi of my 
^' pnblic duty/ of iify totfdtf<it beetk. aidefenmblel 
^' Hk Lordship i^otild not With to ha^ any peiacm 
'^ condemned untried ; he would not on imaginary 
^ crime^ inflict piinishment^ nor would he desire 
^ to have a peinon who bad reKnf|ttitlKd the 
" practice of his profession^ for the service of 
^^ Ooir«mment, and ftdthfulfy dtsohir^ the duties 
^ df a Judge fdr thirteen ycfi3Crs> remdved, without 
*^ enquiry or ftmuneratmi^'^ > 

(Signed) . flo^saT Tiioaps; , 

Dated March gtth.ISIS. 

. On the 7th of Aprils I had the honour of re«> 
<;eiTing a Letter. from Lord Bathurst^ informing 
ine that His Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
had. revoked qiy appointment, and nominated Mr J 
)Iogan to succeed me* 

Th)^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^9 manifestation of charges being 
exhibited against me^ and a direct refutation is given 
to the assertion, " that I was dismissed on account 
^/ of those complaints, which Governor Maxwell 
^J;?^ i>bliged to prefer against n^ for the sake, 
^'^ff peace^ and for the very existence of the Colony." 

~ . - y . 

.The. Public must read with astonishment this 
Special Report, which for misrepresentation,, malig- 
nity, persecution, and fabrication is unexampled. 
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It 18 apparei^t no impwti4 i^v^sti^^oa had 
takai phoe^ but that I was disQi^sed for not 
doing^' thai which by no physical possibility I could 
^ve done; therefore it is also d^ar that Lord 
Bathurst (whose mind was cootiqually occupied 
with a multitude of more inyportant cimcern^) was 
deceived with regard to me and my conduct by * 
continued series of misrepresentations. 

I must call the reader's attention to. pAge 6. of 
oiy Letter to Mr. Wilberforce^ intbere I write-^ 
'^ Did the Directors ci the Sierra Leone Cp^pan/ 
^ imagine^ by blazoning the virtues of those who 
'^ seemed anxious to exterminate the Slave Trade^ 
'^ they would prevent their transactions from b^ing^ 
*' divulged^ or if revealed, they could induce this 
'^ nation to discredit any authority that might dare 
'* to give them utterance ?'* and beg of him to re- 
flect how forcibly the Report has 'shewn Uiat they 
hold themselves too high to be reached, and with 
the voice of defamation can blast and wither all be* 
neath^ that dare to reveal their conduct ; but most 
providentially, '* my enemy has written a book/' 
and we are now fully before a tribunal^ where 
truth must prevai}« 

17th. '' Mr. Thorpe charges the InstitutionL 
'^ with fidlaciously representihg that the Slave 
'^ Trade was diminishing/' and by garbled ex-^ 
tracts from my letters to Colonel Maxwell, the S^e^ 
cial Report tries to prove nife inconsistent. In 
these extracts^ I stale that I had crippled the 
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SaVe Trade^ and that there was an interval i& 
which it did not appear so brisk. This is all trtie ; 
but it did not diminish thte Slate Trade, for after 
the Portuguese knew my decisions, they confined 
themselves more to Ad|uda^ Prinees, Cabenda, St 
Paul's de Ltandes, Nova Rodunda, and St. Philip 
Befiguila^ as pUces frfnh whence they conceived 
theihselVes justifi^ in taking Slaves by the Treaty 
of 1810. Thus they safely exportcid double their 
former numbfers> and although their trade was crip"- 
pled north, it increased south of the Eqilator. The 
Spaniards also changed their system; thdy gave 
up large ships, and procure schooners, with Ame- 
riedn navigators, which went in and Out of the ri* 
vers so expeditioudy, that they were seldom cap- 
tured, and the business of the Vice Admiralty Court 
was consequently much diminished. 

It is scarcely necessary to arreftt the Reader's 
attention, to the conduct bf the composers of thib 
Report, in so repeatedly giving extracts from my 
{private letters to Colonel Maxwell, or to point out 
th^ ignominy that must' attach to the person who 
retained ahd furnished them. Contemplate this 
man, while I conisidered myself imbosomed in the 
\nost friendly security, collecting my Confidential 
communicatiohs, bundling them to Birchin liane, 
and hovering about me, like a bird of prey, to 
catch the moment for my destruction ; most 
happily, they frustrate the malignant design for 
which they wfere supplied. They manifest With 
What indefjitigttbte zeal I laboured in the cause of 

G 
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ABoIition ; t)iat thougfa iir an iikflrm state of healtb^^ 
I was detcnnitied ta return to the Coa^ at 
die hazarcl of my life^ Ip Baj^riiice eteiy comfort^ 
Ithd even ^e prosperity of my £uDiIy/to prombte (ike 
cause. I never promulgated the purport of tiioee 
Otters; I never claimed any merits but aacaribed ttr 
Colonel Maxwell evdry benefit that aroae. Ydt 
BOW that my exertions mwt be apparent to tboiie 
professors of attacbmenlt to. Africa, they oombiiM 
to of^ress and traduce me^ and indmce my 
dismissal from that station, in which the^ ptove 
I had done much for the AboStkm, aiid cooid 
still have done more. If sincere m the cause, thqr 
mighl hate the man^ yet love his zeal, and stimulate 
his ardour ; but every.breath must be siq>presBed^ 
that does not fan their popidarity. 

. I8th.. it 16 really irritating to unfold the de- 
ception of this plausible Report, on the subject of 
the treatment <^ the captured neguoes. 'Hie Di- 
rectors begin by referring to the ftbricated state- 
ment from ]N&. Macaulay's relative, as given in tiie 
Report of the 28tti of F&bnm^, 1810, which I 
exposed in my answer to that Report. The Special 
Report insists on the difficulty of making arrange- 
ments for the disposal of thecaptured negroes, eight 
years after the regulations should have been set- 
tled. Governor Thompson found no difficulty, for 
at the commencement he placed them on farms, 
gave them implements for cultivation, some cloth- 
ing, and agreed to supply them with rice for a 
year ; but after that period thc^ were to subsist bjr 
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their o%h exertions. Thus matured from infancy 
Sind stimulated t6 industry^ they iPuIfiUed their' 
Engagements tod became usefiil settlers l but from 
the momeAt Governor Tbom^^on was removed^ and 
the partisans of the manager restored, emolument 
)Bttcceeded protections and enlistment^ liberation* 

, An extract is heM gnren from A Miet, without 
Hame or date, and the public are told it itas written 
without any tiew to the present enquiry. This ex- 
tract points oilt the settlements of the captured, 
hegroes^ falsely stating that the plan was biegun at 
Cabenda, whereas Governor Thompson commenced 
it with the Bambana people, trhen he placed them 
in Leice^lelr mountain. The Cabienda people fled 
from Freetown, and settled in the mountains ; one 
Very excellent s^etllement has been made at the Hog- 
brook, since I stated the situation of the captured 
negroes> on my arrival in England from SierraLeone. 
tt is also stated in this anonymous letter, that tlte 
*^ captured negroes get two complete suits of Eng- 
^^ lish clothes on their landing/' This is true. 
Since Governor MaxweB turned trader, he ha* 
^supplied them from his own. store, and charged as 
high a prite to Government as anyrmerchanton the 
^oast would have done. Does this benefit appear 
to haVe been Conferred for the comfort of the negro, 
t>r for the profit of the trade ? as I learn there was 
seventy-five per cent, charged on the article, without 
^ty ; though affirmed it was to prevent ej^tortfpa^ 
the Governor sold slops. Then it is said I should have 
made minuted in the Council, and piotestei ajainst 
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(he evih I am ready to produce undoubted testi- 
iilfony (hat 1 did every thing my station would\ 
allow ; that when I arrived in the Colony, I found 
tlie treatment of the captured negroes was as bad 
as it could have b^ei* in the West Indies ; that I 
protected them from every oppression in my power. 
i causec( several persons to be prosecuted for urf- 
mcrcifully chastising them; I caused. the. appren- 
tices to be in some nieasure clothed^ and complained 
of their ill treatment in the hospital. The captured 
negroes could not be instructed^ for they were en- 
listed or apprenticed ; nor could they be settled ori 
farms, when the men and boys were thus disposed 
of. t never complained of proper and voluntary 
enh'stments^ but assisted them officially ; had 
{lie captured negroes been judiciously treated^ 
a sufficient supply would have been found 
among them well mcfined to serve ; and, 
many, to saive punishment directed by the law, 
rnight have received pardon on becoming soldiers. 
By conciliating the native Chiefs, and establishing 
dep6ts on the coast, (as I recommended in my letters 
published by the Directors,) many advantages might 
have been effected ; but 1 could not sanction the 
seizure of the poor ignorant captured negro the 
moment he landed a freeman, nor, their driving a 
terrified Being to the fort, who knew not what vras 
said to him, nor what was to become of him, and 
without his feelings, knowledge or consent being 
in the least consulted, making him a soldier for life ! ! 
I could not counteract what an act of parliament 
seemed to authorise^ nor even effect a meUoratioii* 
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*When the African Corps was formed^ for 
€he purpose of inflicting punishment and restrain- 
ing execution^ it consisted of four or five conipa^ 
nies^ commanded by a lieutenant colonej, and had 
one major ; but it was a g^eat object with the princi-> 
pal officers to increase the corps to eleven com^ 
panics^ by making the captured negroes soldiers ; 
for it then became entitled to a colonel^ two 
lieutenant .colonels^ and two majors^ and is now 
one pf the most lucrative r(sgiments in the service^ 
Here was rank^ patronage apd profit acquired at 
the expence of freedom^ justice and humanity! 
^liYhat could 1 do to counteract this pernicious sys- 
^m ? How could I oppose any arbitrary measures 
in a Cojuncil whic;h was composed of the Governor^ 
his Brigade Major, his Secretary, and myself ? It 
was only on points of law that I could interfere^ 
and even on such occasions, I was opposed^ justice 
frustrated, and my protest not suffered by the Go« 
vemor to be entered on the minutes. This I was 
informed of in October, 1814^ and having an oj^ 
portuntty of reading the charge, some time after to 
the Oei^ of the Council, then in London, he did 
not deny the fact, but said he was obliged to sub* 
mit to power, and has been promoted^ since, fojr 
|iis subserviency^ 

The Special Report then triumphantly states: 
^' The Directors, however, believe that tliose state- 
^^ ments are unfounded ; they have prosecuted 
^ their enquiries into the subject with much soli- 
^ fitude^ and the only particular instance the^ 
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*^ have been able to discover since the period of 
^^ ]Mr. Thorpe's arrival in thq Colony, is one of 
^' \vhich the learqed Judge himself appears to have 
^' l)een guilty. Qn the 29th, he addressed the fol-! 
^' lowing note to G. Cristy, Esq, of the RoyaJ 
^' African Corps, commanding at Port Thornton :-— 
'^ Dear Sir, I beg you ^villput the three hoy?, namedj 
^ Jack, Sabby and Toby^, that I sen^ up, to 4 great 
^' deil of work and very Ijttle food, for three moi^ths^ 
^ for stealing, or being accessary to the thefta of two 
" goatii, big in kid." — I remember having sent twQ 
goats to the care qf three boys, apprentices to Mr, 
Craig, which weife stolen by them, oif with theif 
connivance, from them ; and would these mercifu) 
and iudicious Pi^ectors have considered it. more 
correct, had I caused those boys to have been com-i 
tnitted to gaol^ where they would have been im* 
tnured for months, tried by persons without any 
knoi^ledge of crimin^T li^w, made liable Jto seyere 
puiiishipent;, and, have entailed heavy eipence on 
the Colony. It wa9 necessary to deter then^ 
from continuing this cojidnct^ and it is pro^ 
bable I wrote siich ^ note (as the I)irec(Qr»bave 
liberally published>) with the boys sent ta 
Lieutenant Cristy. \i is now to be considered^ 
that the only place of confinement or punish^ 
ment we had in the Colony, was a sm^ll house^ 
containing four room^ tlierefore, while the fort 
was repairing, we made it a kind of penitentiary 
place for sending pilfering boys and abandoned 
^jirls to work, by carrying earth in a box to the 
rurapai ts ; and as they considered that disgra^eft^Iji 
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tors could have devised a better and kis expensive 
fiiode of preventing a repetition of thefts or persist- 
ence ia wi^nton profligacy. The boys remained in 
4lie #Drt a few daya^ wiUi less work and less foo<i^ 
^rhapt^ than they wo«ld have hadathome^ and 
vrtn liberated -on application of their master. 

ifami^ ever maintained ^he ^ Jnstnih et 
^ Ifenacem pit>positi vinim/' the Directors may 
firing f(Qih every line I have wriCten^ and every 
4mnmitmeiit I have made; but they expect to 
dip through a heavy chas^^ by producing a note 
«f miae^ written iii intnnacy to an officer, who 
could nctt he treated as a gaoler^ purlmned from his 
Jbureau^ and fmblish^d above three years after his 
4eath^ to distort lenity, into oppression* 

Conoemibg the enlistment of captured ne^oes^ 
the Directors refer to a letter of mine^ which they 
pabltsh in the Appendix to the Report. This dbe^ 
not sbew any repugnance iii me to the enlistment 
af blacks c^nrtetljr ; but^ on the contrary^ proposes a 
plati, by which we could obtain a superabundance 
of bhck soldiers vohtdtteily. The system they 
mqpport were setzingtheskves^f ourallies^ who had 
inany prospects of redemption^ (if they had not 
keen captured J and making them serve us invo* 
iuntajfily for life, without a hope of liberation^ ex- 
cept by death. The sy^m I pr<^osed would have 
j^roduced voluntary enlistment^ and insured na« 
lu)iial advantage^ without perfidy and disgrace. 
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. The Report pmceedfl. *' The Directofs wi9 
'' advert to 0T)e qf Mr. Thprpe's charges^ which 19 
y made partiq^ilarly prpmineut/' '' The women 
*' and girl^ ^ere selected for the barest purposes ;'^ 
and from a note of , wine (hey add^ '' the conduct of 
/' thoge hig}^ in office^ \Yith rf spect tQ the ^aptUred 
^' negro girJs^ is i)ow nnder Qom^ideration^ 9l* 
'^ luding, as the Directors presume^ to some conn^ 
^' ter charges which Mr. T. thought proper to.iHre- 
'' fipr. against 'Govemqr M^well. The Diiec^ni 
*^ have t^ken paiips tq inyestigatp this ^ery serious 
^' imputa^ioiij, butthe}^ have l^itherto pet with no 
'^ evidence^ either oral or docuB|entary^ to support 
^^ it/' Let ^ny persqn interested in the caw^^ only 
jreflect on the statement I haye m$ide concerning 
CV(r tre^ent of tl^^ c%ptur^<) pegrpps^ fts contained 
in pages 23^* at wd ^^ ^f "^y Letter to Mr. Wil- 
berforce; the injustice^ inhumanity and national 
disgi|ice it expo^^s ; yet those gentlemen^ of unpa- 
ralleled e:[(ceUence^ conceive it i^uffici^nt to assure 
the pvbliia> '' they haye ipyestjg^ted this s$d(Ms imr 
'' putation^ apd find neither oral nqr docmiKiiitary 
*' evidence tp support %" Very probable, be-i 
cause they n^yer sought fpr a cr^dibl^ witness, noit 
a satisfactory document to ei^amine ; if they could 
have procuredi a fcintiUation of proof to have 
refute^ my statement, would it qot haye been held 
forth most conspicuously ? This alone demonstrates 
that there is nothing too base for palliation, no^ 
^hing too disgraceful for defence, every thing; 
estimable may be sacrifii:ed, if they are ' sup* 
ported^ and their system preserved; but with cpt^-} 
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dnoed profession they declare^ '^ they are anxious 
^' every abuse should be guarded a^inst^ and every 
^' cbaige of misconduct vigorously investigated^^ 
'^ and^ if well founded^ severely punished/' though 
they never would institute any enquiry that icould 
induce truth. However^ I have the pleasure to in* 
form those anxious Directors^ that the chaises pre* 
ferred by me^ with large additions^ are in a train 
for public investigation. This may serve as a timely 
notice to prepare all such charges as they have an« 
ticipated, and all such as they can fabricate against 
me. I wiU joyfully hail their appearance/ for I 
phdl ultimately- find justice^ unless she is entombect 
)n England, 

* 19th. In my representation of the state of morals 
ftt Sierra Leone^ the Directors admit '' there is 
*' much truth/* Thus these moral and rebgious 
men^ with their wondrous promises, after possess- 
ing a few acres in Africa for twenty^three years^ 
cannot deny that they have rendered it more de- 
praved than any other spot on that continent; 
^' but they cannot help entertaining some doubts 
'' whether the example of even Mr. Thorpe hirh^ 
'' self was particularly calculated to diminish the 
'' eviK'^ How detestable these vicious insinuation^ 
must make them appear to every amiable and li- 
beral mind ! I have said enough before to disgrace 
them for this insinuation, as vicious^ as false^ and 
I will not speak of myself, unless compelled. It is 
disgusting to find those people assert with reiterate 
#4 aapertion^ and expose their assertion ever so 
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tkarly, they assert the sane ag«^ «iid agaift widi 
unexampled effix>Btery ; proof they dieprecate^ and 
Investigation they resist ; Imt if they ei^r haye the 
liardihood to come fonv^rc^. ny^Ui any tiuog tangible, 
(for I cwnot intrude more of mysdf into this re^ 
ply) I lyill produce such pr<^f of .my exertiimi te 
restore^ those moral princi^k^j, ^hkh tbe dqpraTitifr 
of their system had expelled, as: wiU load thinl widt 
reproach. Aft^ ^^rging ii^o Afaati>diMi Hut 
vrhole.coiiimttnity^ and dieiMmtlizing the settlen by 
the impiety of their tenets^ Uj^ose Puxitws yilify evkry 
l^rspn who will notbe^me a p9Jrty bigot, apop«« 
larity zealot, wd a sei^tariw fen^tic. 

20th. The backward state of cultivation the 
Directors attribute to the HiiiUs^ h^fy bec^uStf it 
drove the Maroons from tiieC9tony> wbA next laalrn 
me the cause of its being parsed.. Le( it be femenn 
bered, the Act to which they allude w«s iSMct^ m 
1813, twenty years after the Colony (»me undef 
the management of these efficient Directors, first in 
the Company's timsi, and afterwaids uiider the Jn« 
^itution ; therefore their i^iattention V> cuttiTation 
for twenty years^ is coqfe^ed. No*r I AsU ex-» 
amine their truth and liberality in ^daring the 
Militia Act to be an offspring of mine. Governor 
Maxwell informed me he wished a Militia law to b(i 
drawn^ and sent Mr. Hamilton, the acting AU 
tomey General^ for instructions. I gave him the 
Ix>cal Militia Act of England^ and desired him to 
make that his precedent ; he did so, and carried it 
to the Governor, who struck ffom the manuscript 
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the meliorating clauses^ ^nd gave Instractioi^s ia 
tvritmg, " that all persons from thirteen to sixty 
^^ should be ^nrolled^ ^nd that all persons not en^ 
^' rolled should be considered out of the protection 
^' of the . law ;" which he added was the French 
node^ and better than ours. Mr. Hamilton brought 
to me the original manuscript^ the Governor's in-v 
structSons^ »nd Bill drawn as directed, I collected 
three or four of thie principal gentlemeq of the Co^ 
kmy^ and asked their opinion of the Bill as altered, 
by the Governor ; they agreed with me^ and said 
\i would be very objectionable in that form* 
) e:i^po6tuIated with the Governor ; he aa<« 
Bwered^ '^ it was 4 military law^ and on thait 
♦^ subject he was the best jtidge ;" and it wai 
passed in the form he had prescribed. When it 
became a law^ I did not consider it correct to yield 
instantly tg a cHmour^ aiid w^n the Maroons te* 
pisted tty I went publicly and spoke to them; 1 
then conversed with some of them at my ovra 
bouse^ and was the mesons of inducing at least 
twelve of the principal families tct re^oaiQ^ and suffer 
tkemselyes to be enrolled. I vrould by degrees 
iiave reconciled them all^ but Governor MaxweD 
published a nipst violent Proclamation* in the 

^'* Cpoxgt tbe Third, by the Q race of God, of Gieat BriUia 

*^ ^nd irelaody Kiiig^ &c. S^c. 

*f A PaocLAif4Tfo»; 

' ** .Whereas, we have hitherto forborne carr}'ing into eflect 
*^ the penalty consequent to refusal of the uath prescribed 
^ \>v 9^ Act of our Goyieraor and Council of this our Co« 
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King's jiamCj without ray advice, consent, or even 
knowledge, which drove the Maroons from the 

^ lony, bearing dote the 20th day of November, 1811, under 
^ the idea dwt «hc whole of die inhabitants affected thereby 
^ would return to a proper sen&e of their duty ; and this for* 
'/ bearance, instead of producing those salutary effects, which 
^' we hoped would result from it, has, on |he contraiVy made 
** erroneoTis impressions on many : We' have therefore, by anl 
^ with the advice of our Captain General and Governor ia 
^ Cbie^ and also with the advice of our Council for this oar 
^ Colonyt thought fit to issue this our Royal Proclamation, U| 
^ publish and declare, that for the immediate safety as w<?ll as 
** future security of this infant Colony, all persons coming 
** within the limits of the aforesaid Act, or between the ages 
'^ of thirteen and sixty, who by refusing to take the said Mi^ 
<* litia oath, have set an example of dis^iffectioii and ins^bor<• 
** dination to their children an4 apprentices, have fprfcite4 
** every right and title to all and every species of property, 
** whether moveable or immoveable, and are hereby, agree* 
** ably to the fir^t and second sections of the said Act, declared 
^ outlaws. iTh^t iudiilgjsnpe, which we granted them front 
** motives of humanity, and which they have not had either 
** gratitude to appreciate, or thankfulness to acknowledge^ 
** draws fast to a close. Know therefore, that as ^oon as tho 
^* rains are well oyer, or on the 20th of November next ensuing, 
** it is our will and pleasure, that every persoo.coming within 
** the operation of the Militia Act, and pecsistii^g in lefus^l tq 
" confpfm to this or apy other law by which our subjects are 
<< governed, shall cease to be residents in any part of the penin* 
<« 8ula of Sierra Leone. In conformity, however, with tha^ 
^ moderation which has guided us in every measure of the 
** Government of this our Colony, and which by some may 
*^ have been ascribed to timidity, we are pleased to declare 
** that the Princess Charlotte, or some other of our vessels, 
** shall convey to whatever part of the coast, in the neighbour^ 
*' hood they may point out, such people, with their iamil|ei(| 
f* as ai'c dissatisfied with our laws. 
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Cololijr ; their ho«8.es. and property were tlien seiz- 
ed upon in the Kings's name^ and marked with the 
broad arrow. I learn Governor Maxwell convert* 
ed some of them to his own use. , One instance I 
shall relate^ as deta^iled to me by good authority : 
Governor Maxwell or<j(ered the house of k Maroon^ 
named Herbert Janrat^ to be sold^ and purchased 
it himself for one hundred and seven pounds^ the 
sister of Jarrat ofiered the mCmey it was sold for; 
but he retained the purchase^ and ordered some 
of the African Corps who were mechanics to put 
the house into repair^ after which he sold it to Go- 
vernment for five hundred pounds, and received 
bilk on the Treasury for the amount. There are 
persons naw.in. London who can attest what I have 
said respecting the Militia Act and the purchase 
and sale of Jarrat's house. 

The Special Report proceeds^ ^' Had it not been 

'' for the moderation and forbearance of Governor 

'^ Maxwell, these violent counsels of Mr. Thorpe 

" might have produced the most calamitous conse* 

'* quences, by pursuing a more lenient course the set* 

'' tiers were reclaimed to their duty, returned to the 

*' colony, and resumed their farms, but not until a 

^* month or two after Mr. Thorpe had quitted it/' 

^ Witneai bis £xCellency Charles William Maxwell, CapUtn 
** General, and Governor in Chief in and pver onr Colony of 
** Sierra Leone, Chance llor Ordinary and Vice Admiral of tfa0 
'' same, at Freetown, the S€th day of September, in theyeai 
** of our Lord 181?». and in the 5^d of our Reign. 

*' GoP 8AtB THK KlV^^" 
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'What Will tfie Directors say^, when tfie public ara 
assured^ that there has been a deputation from th^ 
Maroons in London for three months past^ whose de- 
clared object is to complain a^inst the oppressive' 
proceedings of Governor Maxwell^ and if they ar6 
hot redressed, they declare it to be their intention t6 
nbandon the colony of Sierra Leone and return to 
Jamaica^ or to emigrate to the Boolam shore : they 
have also declared, that if Colonel Maxwell shall be 
permitted to return as Governor to Sierra Leone, thiat 
they will leave the colony as it is not possible to en* 
joy the blessings of English Law, under his arbitrary 
government ; such is the substance of their complaints. 

This is the developement of What the Direc- 
tors term Colonel MaxwelPs " inodcration, forbear- 
'^ ance, and lenient course for conciliation,^' and th6 
result of " my violent counsels which produce^d jth6 
'^ most calamitous consequences;'* but with theit 
accustomed veracity, they declare Colonel Maxwell^ 
in a month or two after my departure from the co* 
lony, had induced the Maroons '' to return and le* 
" sume their farms,** this is publicly made above two 
years after I had left the colony, and one month after 
this declaration^ a deputation arrives from the Ma- 
roons, to assure the British Government that they 
would rather relinquish every comfort, their industry 
for fourteen years liad created, than remain undei" 
Colonel Maxwell The truHi is literally this, from the 
moment Governor Maxwell would pass the Act, I la* 
boured to sooth and reconcile the Maroons to it, and 
was provoked at their not placing more implicit reli- 
ance on my construction ; but previous to thei rleav* 
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ing Ihe colony^ I sent confidMtiiBJly one of (he lead*^ 
in^toen to their active Chief, ivith such a commnnica^ 
tion aft I considered wonld have changed their inten^- 
tion ; to tfiis I received no rq>ly^ and finding'them so 
ohatinatc and violent^ I might have written siich a 
letter as the Directors have vindictively and uselessly 
published as mine, bat the message waa not deliver- 
tiy my confidence beteyed^ andthebenefitprevented^ 

' The Act might have been palliated^ but the arbi^ 
traiy proclamation in the King's name^ with the des«» 
potic convertion of property for private emolument^ 
is consigned for approbation and applause to those 
Birsctors^ whose Manager it was openly asserted 
m the Colony^ had pledged himself to carry the 
Governor safely through every action ; then aftei' 
imboldening atrocity^ With the confidence of impu^ 
Jiity ; the most nefarious statements are made Up 
smother inquiry^ and the most malignant falsehood* 
published^ to crush the upholders of truth. — I wish I 
could separate thelnnocent from the guilty^ but it is the 
manager's art to mix great names in such a manner 
as to render it impossible. Their quiver is empty, 
and the arrows have recoiled upon themselves. 

21st. Here for the fourth time they have at- 
tempted to insinuate, I could know little fi*om having 
resided only twenty-one months in the colony. I have 
to refer to what I have ansiwered on this accufiation 
in the commencement of the-tleply, and to add that 
1 saw the depositions of nearly two hundred slave 
traders^ conversed with the most intelligent.of them^ 
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and read the privatjp correspondence of thoufiands from 
the coast of Africa to thie Brazils, and from the Bra^ib 
to the coast, detailing the niost minute circumstanced 
concerning the trade in both continents : I have vi-^ 
sited almost eyery considerable settlement from Sene* 
gal to Annobona^ south of th6 equator; and the Di^ 
rectors will admit I have not be6n iriattentire to the 
subjects ince my return ; therefor^^ although I have 
been for seven years and a hsilf incessantly drawingi 
irom every source t could discoVei", all polbible in- 
^rmation that could attach to the colony^ the western 
toast of Africa in general, and the slave trade in 
particular, yet I cannot communicate any species of 
intelligence that might be important ; but an inte- 
rested trader, who has only been at Siirra Leone 
once for about two years, twenty y^ars since; and 
knows nothing of any other part of Africa, or the 
filave Trade^ can alone inform all England, generally, 
particularly^ and correctly on all African subjects ! 

- ^ ■ * 

The Special Report proceeds, '^ In opposition to 
*' the testimony of almost every other individual that 
" has known Sierra Leone, Mr. T. states, that wa* 
'^ ihinghaA been effected or ^vtn attempted 'm civi** 
*' lization, either by the Sierra Leone Company, the 
/^ African Institution; or servants of his Matjesfy." 
Here they choose to mix themselves with the servants 
of the Crown, and assert that I had done tlie same, 
though I had never mentioned the servants of the 
Crown ; and they speak of '' the testimony of almo^ 
" eyery individual that knew Sierra Leone,' bilt 
carefully avoid any names^ like the fabricated letter 
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they produce^ as '' written without any view to the 
" present enquiry." I have defied them to bring 
forth a credible witness^ who could declare that the 
Sierra Leone Company^ or African Institution^ had 
ever effected or attempted any thing beneficial to« 
wards civilizing Africa. They go on^ '* In addi^ 
'^ tion to any attempts which have been made by 
*' the African Institution in the work of direct in^ 
^^ struction^ much has been effected by the Church 
'^ Missionary Society/' They have confessed al« 
ready that the African Institution attempted nothing 
in education^ until they sent out Mr. Sutherland, a 
few months ago^ as a school-master^ and now write ir-^ 
relevantly as to what other Societies are beneficially 
doing, hoping to attract a litde for the African 
Institution^ As to the Church Missionary Society, 
I never intimated any thing derogatory to their ex-- 
ertions; but, on the contrary, have applauded their 
efforts in educatioUi Exultingly the Directors ex" 
daim, " If the great bar to African civilization be 
'^ the Slave Trade, then they flatter themselves 
'' they have attempted much for Africa." I have 
shewn in pages 50 and 51 of my Letter to Mr. Wil- 
berforce, how little the abolition of the Slave Trade 
had been promoted ; now I will shew how much it 
has been injured by their efforts, and leave it for the 
public to pronounce how much *' they flattei^ them« 
*^ selves,'' in expecting to continue this delusion 
much longer. 

22d. '' Mr. T. asks why the Institution did not 
** labor^to have the Slave Trade pronounced a viola- 

H 
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'' ropean Powers assembled in Congress }" Then 
they answer for themselves^ *' Did they not do so?" 
I answer^ they did make an ostentations display of 
exertion ; but it was done so' injudtcionsly and inju* 
riousIy> as to- leave their objeH doubtful ; for I have 
already shewn^ that whenever oniversd Abolition is 
attained^ the trader's profit at Sierra Leone musC 
diminish^ and the pc^^iriarity pliaydiing evapo^ 
rate. 

The Directors ask^ '' by whom was the ejcample 
^' first set of calling meetings to petition the 
'^ Legislature^ and by whom was^ the expence 
^' chiefly borne ? The African Institution." Now 
with great respect for many pei*sons who assisted ii> 
calling the meeting at Freemasons' HaU^ I must de- 
clare that I should have considered public meetings 
in all the coiinties and great towns in Great Britain, 
regularly convened, more correct and dignified: 
I did view thttC meeting, as improper and degrad- 
ing. The managing Director of the African In- 
stitution became master of the ceremonies at Free- 
masons' Tavern ; he ordered tiie most distinguished 
personages in the kingdom to public exhibition ; he 
had the Resolutions settled, the proposer and se- 
eondier calfed forth^ and the moment this ceremony 
.was over, the assembly broke up. After collecting, 
many petitions, they get tlie opinion of Enghind on 
the Slave Tirade laid before the Congress, without 
having established any foundation for its goodrdfiep- 
Cion. The Sovereign Powers assembled^ knew 
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Qrfeat Britaiik hid abolisbed the Slave I'nldg hers^f ^ 
kod now she called on them to make all other nations 
do the same; this must naturally have apptered a 
btrong measure^ to control independent kingdoms^ 
in what they considered a legitimate trade; they 
hesitated^ and concluded that they would exercise 
a great extent of power^ by revolving it should 
lexpire in eight years^ which Was continuing it fot 
three years and a half beyond the time Lord Cas^ 
tiereagh had settled with France. Now I ask every 
impartial person^ if a great diplomatic document had 
been ably drawn up^ proving the Slave Trade " to bd 
" illegitimate^ as it waS a violation of the law of 
^' nature and nations ; that each individual nation is 
^' bound to contribute to the prosperity and perfec- 
'' tion of all the others" — '' that no one nation 
'* should hinder another from attaining the ends of 
'* ci\il society^ or render her incapable of attaining^ 
'' it^ which general principle forbids nations to 
'' practise any 6vil manoeuvres, tending to create 
*' disturbances in another state, to foment discord, to 
*' corrupt its people, or deprive them of natural ad^ 
*' vantages ;'' and lastly, *' that it is the duty of so-» 
*' vereigns to chastise nations ivhich are guilty of 
** enormous transgressions against the Law of 
^' Nature"— Whether such a manifesto^ would not 
have laid the foundation of a combined protest against 
this abhorred traffic, and made it imperative on the 
assembled Sovekigns to have annihilated the trade? 
It is natural to conclude, that when Great Britain 
bad pledged France by treaty to aid her in the uni« 
tersal suppression' of the trade in five years, that 

H 2 
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fliese fvrb pi*c-eminent Pdwera must have effectecTiC 
ta S|)^in and Portugal alone persisted' in thirinhu^ 
fllan traffic; whereas^ it is now postponed for eigbb 
years by the ill-judged application to Congress^, 
which arose from the improper tavern* meetings con* 
vened for pepulai^ity. 

Siir6ly tben if the Institution* proclaim th^tniselvey 
the promoters of this application in such an impro- 
vident manner^ they must admit themselves to be 
the authors of the procrastination of an universal 
abolition of the Slave Trade ; yet they tell the na- 
tion' they are bearing every expense^ and constitute 
Hie main spring by which every eflfort for universal 
Abolition is set in motion. Are these continued pro* 
fessions to excuse continued injury ? Can a dedara* 
tion of pure motives, excuse profuse expenditure, 
and shall delusive good intention, excuse presumff- 
tionf 

The Directoriy also tell the pikblie, "^ tllatloret 
^ Castlereagh will not scruple to admit that his 
^ efforts were in no small degree assisted by com- 
**^' munications from members of the Board" — when 
the documents and admissions come forth, they will 
receive full credit ! 

S3rdv They transcribe a page and a qpiarter of' 
my Pamphlet, begiuning with, '* I have uo time 
^ for condensation/' and then they declare, " now 
^ the fact js, that Mr. Thorpe had made almost 
^ all the charges contained in his Pamphlet abov« 
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'^.tL year before, though he now complahis rf 
<' not having time for condensation." I iiup- 
pose they allude .to .the mar^oal notes I was 
importuned lo make in 'fieren of their -delusive and 
fallacious Reports, far this was all I ever wrote to 
them, and as to my possessing the informatioa 
before I wrote, no one will doubt that j but, I can 
aolemnly declare I never thought of publishing a 
jjetter to Mr. Wflberforo^i collected jn^tterials, or 
arranged >an<argament on the subject it ^contains^ 
«ntil December last; besides my allusions to the In* 
atitution do not exceed twenty pages of the Pamphlet. 
Then they say, '' Mr. Thorpe admits a Committee 
*' was appointed to enquire into these charges.'' I 
4iever admitted any «uch thii^g, for the .Committee 
>vas appointed before J.gave any information, and the 
examination of myself and Messrs. Hamilton, Van- 
fi«£k,^nd Nicol was oyer before I returned their 
seven -Reports, with my semarks upon them. At 
Jast they make this extraovdinary assertion, '' the 
"^^ result of the examination was the falsification of 
" 4he i^harges of Mr. Thorpe, by Messrs. Hamil- 
^^ ton^ Yanneok, and NicoL and a Repor<t in ^unisoi^ 
** with that now made/' I will undertake Jq say^ 
that Messrs. Hamilton^ y.ani\^k, and Nicol will 
declare, first, that the examination was an ex parte 
^nqujry^ an4 incapable of pcoduciiig any full and 
explicit acctMit^t of the real state of Sierra Leone; 
secondly, that they never had falsified every charge^ 
^r any charge I had made, for they overheard much 
^f my examination, and 1 shewed to them my re« 
f»K^ oji th^ African Reports, witji wjtiif b Jjij^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



103 

ftgreed^ before I sent them to the Committee, nor did 
i ever hear an observation from them on Africa that 
was not coincident with my own, and we have ha4 
▼arious conversations on the subject. Now, let the 
African Institution produce their evidence, obtun 
the signatures of those gentlemen acknowledging 
what they produce to be correct, compare the evi- 
dence with the charges I have made, and thus shew 
the falsification : it will not cost them any thing, for 
they have clerks to copy, pciper and printing all 
liberally paid from the poor box, constituted for the 
civilization and happiness of Africa, and if they 
do not establish this assertion they must be consi- 
dered as premeditated imposers on national credu- 
lity, to bear down an individual who has dared ta 
uphold truth in defiance of fabrication. 

The Directors oooiclude their answer to my 
charges by the old recrimination, ^' of my being| 
^^ indifierent, i^nd even hostile to the cause of 
*' Africa;" but my publications, and the conduct 
manifested by the letters of mine which they have 
printed, establish not only my professions but my 
actions, these will ** plead trumpet tongued" against 
their contemptible insinuations. 

Having now broken down the rotten rundles of 
this popularity ladder, on which the little select 
party have ascended to such undeserved elevation, I 
hope they will in future obtain some sounder footing, 
by which the sincerity of their promises may be 
proved, by the benefits (hey coijfer, zfid the niirity 
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of flieir mothres e8tabli$hed> by the execution/ of 
their professions. 

The Special Report gives nearly six pages of 
panegyric on Mr. Wilberforce and Mr. Macaulay^ 
men composed, I concetTCy of yeiy incongruous 
materials, however it is their fashion to mix them a 
Ihe succulent ivy will entwine about the oak, but 
Jet them reflect, its embrace is deadly { 

Mr. Clarkson's History of the Abolition^ Mr. 
WilberfoDce's Letter to Prince Talleyrand, and my 
reply to Mr. Macaulay will refute all that is said in 
(hose six pages. 

The Reporter having sharpened his virulence 
towards the conclusion, '^ speaks of my remark'- 
*' able disregard of candour, of my flippant ma- 
^' lignity, that my accusations are as senseless as 
^^ false, and that the Directors feel the highest as- 
^' tonishment at the effrontery of the libeller ;'" this 
might ornament the bureau of Davoust, though it 
disgraces the Institution; why not prosecute this 
libeller, the African Poor Box would pay the ex- 
pense, and it would constitute as honorable an itenn 
as many others in the account Every one who has 
ever read their Special Report will admowledge 
they would prosecute if they could with impunity, 
•and when assertion constitutes proof, udd malignity 
law, they will; but viciOusness is cowardly, and 
urhpre there is danger, it is difficult to animate* 
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The Directors conclude ; '^ they console ihevti^ 
'^ sielves that this exposition of the series of pro^ 
*^ ceedings in Africa will set the question at rest 
^' with all those whose opinion is worthy of regard, 
^^ will increase the public attention to their inte^ 
^^ resting cause; and enable them to prosecute their 
^ course with more vigour and effect'* 

The public will now see^ that neither the Com*» 
pany nor Institution have done one beneficial act 
for Africa^ that not a profession or a promise has 
b^en fulfilled^ but that they have committed great 
mischief by interfering with the law, the ministers, 
th(S congress, Uie natives of Africa and the Colony 
of Sierra Leone ; that their whole pursuit has been 
popularity ; they declare they we bestowing every 
comfort on Africa, wfaiie they are increasing her ca- 
lamities, and they promote, augment the profit, an4 
gain employment for the yery beings who have nur- 
tured the Slave Trad^, defeated benevolence, en- 
tailed misery on Africa, and disgrace on England; 
lastly, they have traduced those persons by whose 
information, integrity^ truth, and unbiassed zeal iri 
the cause of Abolition and Africa, England would 
learn the reaj state of the trade, the true condi^ 
tion of that Oontinent, and develope the delusional 
practised by themselves for twenty-four years ; yet 
tp continue their fallacies^ and retain their popula* 
rity, they unblushingly demand fresh supplies of 
money to enable them to prosecute this course witl^ 
more vigour and effect. 
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The Directore acknowledge they have received 
nearly ten thousand pounds for benefiting^ Airica, 
Und they cannot produce one instance of their even 
attempting any thing serviceable until this year, 
when they sent out a school-master^ after the greats 
iest possible exposure of their fallacy and delusion 
about schools. Their own accounts will shew their 
useless^ profuse^ and unwarrantable expenditure of 
the subscription money ; viz. ^' 1st. Clerks £450." 
Do they civilize Africa ? 2nd. '^ Porterage, car- 
'' riage of Reports, Rent, Ac. jei214."-rDoes this 
civilize Africa } 3rd. '^ Insertions in Newspapers, 
'' £237." This is not for African civilization, but 
for Institution ostentation. 4th. '' Printing Re- 
'' ports £1136/' Did those productions ever be- 
nefit any person but Mr. Z. Macaulay ? they are 
baits to catch agencies, and puff employers. 5tfa. 
'^ Printing Tracts in foreign languages £650." 
mere ostentation ! 6th. ^' Expences of Paul Cuffee^ 
rescuing a free man, and sending back natives''-^* 
these last items might have cost something, but not 
£202. 7th. '' Education of African youths for 
'' school-masters £728" It has been proved how 
little they have done on the head of education, but 
'£728 was useful topartizans. 6th. ''Seeds for Sierra 
<' Leone £499.*' a rotten job. 9th. " Law Proceed- 
^' ings ^768." Did this benefit Africa? mere os- 
tentation and persecution. 10th, " Pieces of Plate 
y and Premium ^^65." Mr. Macaulay might have 
benefited by these — not Africa. 11th. '' £xpence« 
'f' of Petitions i;i865." These could have been 
*p^tained constitutionally without expense^ and ^p^ 
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the injudicious way they were niana|^^ the Slave 
Trade was extended for three years and a half, and 
^he Poor Box plundered — was this for the civiiiza^ 
tion of Africa? In the whole account nothing 
appears to have been done towards benefiting or 
fivilizing Africa, for which the money was sub- 
scribed, but educating a few boys, and sending a 
few natives back to their country, on which perhaps 
j£200 might have been expended usefully, and, on 
the other side, the incalculable mischiefs they have 
ptccumulated on that unhappy Continent ; and the 
immoderate expence heaped on England is deplor- 
able, yet the Reporter asks for fresh fands, and 
increased confidence to augment calamity and con- 
iiwxe popularity. 

In page 137, the Directors express their annoy- 
ance at my calling foi[ ^' open, fair, and full enquiry,'* 
9Uid they adc '' who Mr. Thorpe is, that claims all 
'' this attention from the world, and demands public 
^' enquiry." To say who I am might be ostenta- 
tion, to. say who I am not, might point strongly 
•who the enquirer was. I shall quietly answer, that 
having been appointed tp a professional station^ 
which obliged me to attend to the Abolition, to 
.Africa in general, and Sierra I^eone in particular, 
.) found the one, little advanced, the other not im- 
proved, and the last vitiated ; every evil arising out 
,of tlie very source that advancement, happiness, 
and improvement was promised to flow frongi ; I read 
ihe African Institution Reports, and perceived the 
^embe^ of that Spciety considered theniselvea m 
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Ihe chief Directors in every thing concerning AM« 
ca^ and from local ejLperience judged they mnst 
have been egregiously deceived/ as their represen* 
tations were diametricf^Uy opposed to truth. 

Justice^ humanity^ the faithful discharge of my 
duty^ and reiqpect for the great characters in the Insti* 
tution, obliged me to develope the deception ; tba 
door of offi(:e was locked^ the antiTchq.mber of the In* 
ttitution was occupied by interest^ I was driven to 
public appeal/I requested investigation to establislt 
where I was rights and correct where I was wrong; 
this was denied me by the Institution. But involun- 
tarily produced by their attempts at defence^ an4 
by the ostentation of their defenders^ much im^ 
provement has taken place^ already has the law 
been considered ; the captured negro^ from unre- 
warded servitude^ has been placed in a progressive 
etate of civilisation ; the slave has become a farmer, 
and the prostitute admitted to instruction ; the native 
chieftain will no Idnger be insulted^ nor his mbjecte 
torn from his protection; the settlers have beea 
festored to their families^ their properties/ and to 
British law^ those who were illegally convicted have 
)>een pardoned^ and unjustifiable condemnationa 
have been reversed, the British character has been 
rescued^ the public money wrested from depreda^ 
tion^ and the depredators removed; alaiost every 
(lesirable oljject has been effected ; enquisy was vir 
gorously advancing^ while it was ineffectually 
•endeavoured to be retarded. The Abolition cause, 
Im been served: the highly, distinguished charac- 
^1^ iq tl|e Institution have been a littte: separated 
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deluders have sunk to their original insignificance; 
the public will determine whether I am deserving of 
censure or praise for having claimed their attention, 
and whether I was justifiable or arrogant in seeking 
enquiry. But when the Reporter asserts that my 
charges have been refuted^ he foigets that he has 
admitted most, and only palliated a few. Surely 
he ^^n fio longer expect to contin^ie pi^ulity^ and 
spread inanity over the nation. The Reporter, 
assures us the Board have enquired, the C!om- 
mittee reported, the Directors are satisfied, and that 
they are not accMintable to any tribunal but their 
own little conclave ; it may be a convenient court 
bf Conscience, whefe the oiminals adjudges, and 
pronounce acquittal on themselves; but why inform 
the public of their benevolent, liberal^ and magna^- 
fiimous, interference in this great national ques^ 
tion ? Why submit their conduct to the public by 
« printed Report annually 5 yet declare no decision 
shall be passed on their proceedings except by them- 
^selves? surely this is inconsistent and absurd^ if the 
Institution would confine itself to private delibera^ 
<ions and private distribution, the nation would dis^ 
cover their munificent disbursements, and benevo- 
lent exertions by the efiect produced ; this would 
proclaim their services, and call forth involuntary 
praise on their progress in improvement ; but I fear 
political power is the leading object : that is to be at- 
tained by numbers, and effected by popularity ; the 
Institution can declare their motives to be the purest^ 
to/eir benevolence the greatest^ tfeeiy characters th© 
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tRgYkesi ; they can praise themselves profusely^ niul 
judge of themselves most liberally ; if this is all just. 
Why not confirm it by proof? Why labour to extin- 
guish any light that may be thrown on their actions^ 
unless concealment i9 necessary ? But if the Public 
can catch at that which makes the '^ darkness visi-- 
Ikle/' they will bloFw it mto a flame, untfl delusion, 
felsehood^ hypocrisy^ and avariciousness, perish in 
the conflagration; the Reporter will only submit 
to private enquiry, while I demand public investi* 
gation« 

The Director* finish their Speciri Report with 
declaring, '' they will not give Mr. T. conse-^ 
'^ quence by taking the slightest notice of any 
'^ thin^ he may in future thiids it for his amuse- 
'^ ment or interest to utter to the World." As 
for amusement, no one will suspect I have derived 
much from this contest : as for interest, thi»R«ply 
exhibits documenU to prove my k>sses a»d deprivah 
tions ; and the World will be persuaded that- had 
I not resohed to hazard every consideration of 
comfort, emdmnent or promotion, foe the cause 
of humanity, tru^ and justice, I might have conr 
ciliated a combination of parties and power, not 
have encountered them ; I might have bartered 
principle for profit, and by succumbing to the^ 
interested views of hypocritical persons, h^v^ 
retained what I held, or obtained what I desired. 
But the ways of Providence are not to be scruti- 
irized Much has been produced^ valuable to the 
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great caiise for which I have devoted myself ; ai^i^ 
if the deprivations I have endured should be con* 
tinned^ the benefits I have assisted in confirmin^^ 
fthali became my consolation. The innocent hav^ 
been restored^ and the guilty removed. 

Before I close^ t must eipress my fervent ^nd 
sincere hope that His Majesty's Ministers will hold 
France to her f^esent Abdlition of the Slave 
Trade. The Usurper of the Throne of t^rancd 
knew well the French {(eople^ and he would not 
have dared to abolish the Trade at that moment^; 
if it had not accorded virith their wishes: therefore 
(he legitimate Monarch findSng his owti benevolent 
Iprinciples supported by the liberal voice of his 
Nation^ will nathrally rejoicii in continuing th^ 
Abolition. 

The Noble Lord at the head of otir Foreigtt 
'department, fiiUy aware thAt (he Spanish Licepce 
for Trading in Slaves to the Coast of Africa, will 
feKpire in 1816; and that dpaih has neither terri- 
tory, nor even a Fort in Africa^ will inform the 
ISpanish Monstrch, thslt the People of England 
tonsidering freedom the greatest blessing on earth, 
have interceded for their fellow-creatUres in Africa., 
fend that the Prince Regent considering that " each 
''^individual 'Nation is bound td contribute to the 
^' happiness of Other States f and that '^ no on€i 
'^ Nation should hiiider ainotber from attaining 
'* the ends of divil Society/' feels it his duty a# 
much as bis inclination, in conformity with the 
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'Mrislied of his Father's People, to insist that the 

Licence should not be renewed. ^The Nobltf 

Lord will also convince Portugal that she must 
preserve her Treaty which confines her Trade 
for Staves to her own dominions on the Coast of 
Africa^ and that she has no dominion^ in fact, 
except from 9t. Paul's de Loanda to St. Philip's 
Benquilai^ therefore to those places she must 
confine her Trade. Lastly^ tiiat Portugal had 
prcHnised a gradual Abolition in 1810, and that if 
nine years are allowed^ for the extinction of what 
she terms an inhuman, unjust and impolitie Trade^ 
every Nation in the Wcdd must consider it tf 
most equitable portion of time ; besides Francef 
having in I8I4, agreed to assist England in obtain* 
hig a universal Abolition in five years, we shall 
obtain the aid of that great PoWer, from Treaty 
to support our determinattion. By these means thcr 
Trade will be abolished next year by every Power' 
but Portugal^ and in three years from that time 
iiy every Nation in the World. Thus the Noble 
Lord will most deservedly obtain the universal ap-^ 
plawe of England, and the Select will be left, 
Ivhere they began, promising dvilizatien to aug^ 
meat party, and professing AbditioR to encrease 
popularity; at the same time his Lordship may 
expect that When all shall be accomplished, tfa^ 
benevolent set, MA their usual candour, will as- 
sure the World, they laid the foundation, tbey 
xaised the superstructure, they cq>ped the Pyraumt 
>— — *' Vox et prsBterea nibil/'^—^ 
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Misrepresentation and detraction pursue me \tilfi 
fticb a continued coruscation^ that after having 
been induced to mention Lord Castlereagh^ at dif- 
ferent times^ in these publications^ I beg leave to 
ttate^ that although I have had the honor of hi» 
Lordship's acquaintance for twenty seven years^ 
yet to my recollection I never did ask a fiaivour 
for myself^ or for any other person from 
bim ; nor is it now, nor was it ever in my con- 
templation to do so. I considered his Lordship 
from station^ investigation and ability, most -effi- 
cient to serve the cause, therefore implored his- 
aid^ and unconvinced that by his exertions universal 
Abolition wiU be effected. Had my views been 
interested, I muist have been insane to have entan- 
gled myself with such vindictive and overwhelming 
power.-rl only sought redress for the oppressed^ 
and much has been bestowed. 

I intreat the Public to pardon the length of thii 
Reply, and the hurried and indignant style of the 
composition. I had nearly one hundred and sixty 
pages to answer ; had a paragraph escaped notice, I 
should have been accused of avoiding (he strong and 
seizing the weak points of the Report. A mind Ia« 
cerated by assertions and insinuations as plausible as 
untrue, could not be healed by the poKsh of a 
period : it was to be relieved quickly, and in doing 
so, an honest indignation, at such unprecedented 
malignity, I hope is excuseable. If the ardor of 
feeling has in any instance carried me beyond the 
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